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Executive Summary 

This report presents findings of an assessment of the role and importance of agriculture, natural resources, and 

related food industries in Palm Beach County, Florida. Palm Beach County has a long heritage of economic 

development associated with these industries dating back to the late 1800s, most notably winter vegetables such 

as tomatoes, but also pineapples, nurseries, cattle and later sugarcane. Like the rest of Florida, the County has 

seen rapid population growth over the last 60 years. From 1969 to 2014, the number of residents in Palm Beach 

County increased by nearly 315% from 336,706 to over 1,397,000. During the same time, total jobs in the 

County increased by 455% from 150,179 to 834,555 in 2014, thus the rate of job growth has clearly surpassed 

population growth in the County. During the 1997-2012 period, the number of farms in the County increased by 

29% from 1,095 to 1,409, and asset values of cropland and buildings increased by 70%. However, farmland 

acres declined from 609,546 to 513,943 or by 16%, and net farm income per farm has declined 49% from 

$333,655 to $148,441. Thus, as total population, jobs and farm assets in the County have seen healthy growth, 

the number of farms has grown at a much slower pace, and farmland acreage and net income per farm has 

declined significantly over the past 14 years. As development pressures tend to lead to higher land prices 

particularly in the eastern sections of the County, fragmented land use patterns, and more frequent conflicts 

between residents and farmers exist. This assessment is intended to help County stakeholders, decision-makers, 

and the public at-large make informed choices for public policy. 

County and State population and economic statistics were analyzed in this report to create a current snapshot 

and historical perspective to examine the impacts of the agricultural and natural resource related industry 

sectors and how these impacts have changed over time. Moreover, the report examines the importance of the 

agricultural sectors relative to non-agricultural-food sectors in the State and County. Palm Beach County is 

noteworthy for high population growth, a relatively high proportion of residents over 65 years of age, and per 

capita real income that in 2014 was 56% higher than the rest of the State of Florida.  

Total economic contributions of agriculture, natural resources, and related food industries were estimated using 

the IMPLAN economic impact modeling system software and associated data, and are shown in Table ES1. The 

employment contributions of agriculture and natural resource related industries in Palm Beach County in 2014 

were estimated at 158,976 fulltime and part-time jobs, representing over 18.71% of the Countyôs total 

employment of 849,557 jobs. This includes secondary indirect and induced multiplier effects for sales of locally 

produced goods and services to markets outside the County that arise from supply chain activity and household 

income re-spending. The total output or industry sales revenue contributions were estimated at $16.85 billion, 

representing 14.62% of total business output or sales in the County. Value added contributions or Gross 

Domestic Product (GDP) were estimated at $9.50 billion, representing 13.88% of the Countyôs total value 

added in 2014. Total labor income contributions, including employee wages, salaries, benefits and proprietor 

(business owner) income, were estimated at $6.03 billion or 16.45% of the Countyôs total (Table ES1). 
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Among agriculture-food industry groups, the largest employment contributions in 2014 were for Food and 

Kindred Products Distribution (97,288 jobs), followed by Agricultural Inputs and Services (22,358 jobs), Crop-

Livestock-Forestry-Fisheries Production (15,459 jobs), Food and Kindred Products Manufacturing (11,898 

jobs), Nature-Based Recreation (6,461 jobs), Mining (4,486 jobs), and Forest Product Manufacturing (1,026 

jobs). Output contributions were also highest for Food Distribution ($8.14 billion), Food Manufacturing ($2.96 

billion) and Crop-Livestock-Forestry-Fisheries ($2.10 billion). 

Between 2001 and 2014, overall employment contributions by agriculture, natural resources and food industries 

in Palm Beach County grew by 23%, or an average annual rate of 1.8%, and output (sales revenue) 

contributions grew by 42% or 3.3% annually, in inflation-adjusted terms. Among industry groups, employment 

contributions increased over this period for Agricultural Inputs and Services (37%), Food Distribution (45%), 

Mining (228%) and Nature-based Recreation (496%), but declined for Crop-Livestock-Forestry-Fisheries 

production (-43%), Food Manufacturing (-15%), and Forest Products Manufacturing (-30%), as shown in 

Figure ES1. 

 

Table ES1. Summary of total economic contributions of agriculture, natural resources and food industry groups 

in Palm Beach County, Florida in 2014 

Industry Group / Sector 

Employment 

Impacts 

(Jobs) 

Output 

Impacts 

(M$) 

Gross 

Domestic 

Product 

Impacts  

(M$) 

Labor 

Income 

Impacts  

(M$) 

Other 

Property 

Income 

Impacts 

(M$) 

Business 

Tax 

Impacts 

(M$) 

Food & Kindred Products Distribution 97,288 $8,185  $5,151  $3,330  $1,219  $602  

Agricultural Inputs & Services 22,358 $1,932  $1,040  $750  $237  $53  

Crop, Livestock, Forestry & Fisheries 

Production 
15,459 $2,101  $1,485  $797  $630  $58  

Food & Kindred Products Manufacturing 11,898 $2,957  $1,058  $622  $360  $76  

Nature-based Recreation 6,461 $668  $425  $278  $125  $22  

Forest Products Manufacturing 1,026 $194  $73  $48  $21  $4  

Mining 4,486 $814  $272  $205  $49  $18  

Grand Total 158,976 $16,850  $9,504  $6,029  $2,642  $833  

Estimates include regional multiplier effects. 

Source: IMPLAN Group, LLC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

5 
 

Figure ES1. Employment contribution trends in agriculture, natural resources and food industry groups in Palm 

Beach County, Florida, 2001-2014 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: data not available for 2003 and 2005.  

Source: IMPLAN Group, LLC 
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Introduction  

This document details the findings of a study requested for the Palm Beach International Agricultural Summit to 

conduct a comprehensive appraisal of the role and importance of agriculture, natural resources and food-related 

industries to the economy of Palm Beach County, Florida. The County has a long heritage of agriculture dating 

back to the mid to late 1800s, and is notable for production of winter vegetables, nurseries, cattle and sugarcane. 

Like the rest of Florida, Palm Beach County has experienced rapid population growth in recent decades, and 

concomitant loss of farm land, income and employment. This assessment will assist stakeholders, decision-

makers, and the public at large make informed choices in prioritizing the use of scarce resources and public 

funds. 

 

Methods and Data 

Numerous information sources were reviewed to develop an economic and demographic profile of Palm Beach 

County, focusing on industries related to agriculture, natural resources, food manufacturing and distribution, 

and allied input suppliers. Trends in population, employment and industry activity were evaluated using data for 

2000 to 2014 from the U.S. Census Bureau and Bureau of Economic Analysis. The economic contributions of 

the agriculture- and food-related industries in the County were estimated using data on direct revenues and 

employment, together with a regional input-output model of the county developed with the IMPLAN software 

package and accompanying Palm Beach County data for 2014 (IMPLAN Group, LLC). These models describe 

the economic linkages between industries and institutions within a specific area such as a county (Miller and 

Blair, 2009). The IMPLAN database contains information on output, employment, labor and property income, 

commodity imports and exports, margins and deflators for 536 industries, along with consumption data for 10 

household income groups, and spending and transfers by local, state and federal government institutions. 

Economic multiplier estimated from input-output models are comprised of three types of economic effects: 

direct, indirect, and induced. Direct economic effects represent the initial sales, income, and/or employment for 

local or regional businesses and institutions (including households) that result directly from the activity being 

evaluated. When local goods, services, and employment are paid for with dollars that originate from outside the 

region, or when local production substitutes for goods and services that would otherwise have been imported 

from outside the local economy, then indirect and induced multiplier effects are attributed to the subsequent 

rounds of spending within the economy. Indirect multiplier effects represent the purchases of locally produced 

goods or services as inputs to economic activities. For example, farmers purchase inputs such as fuels, 

fertilizers and machinery to produce their crops. Induced multiplier effects occur when households of owners 

and employees of local businesses and government entities spend their earnings at other businesses in the area, 

giving rise to additional final demand for goods and services. The total economic impacts of an event or activity 

that brings in new dollars to a regional economy equals the sum of the direct, indirect, and induced effects. For 

economic activities between local Palm Beach County residents, only the direct effects multipliers were 
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considered, since these dollars represent a transfer between different accounts within the local economy. Also, 

business or consumer purchases of goods and services from outside the local economy constitute a ñleakageò 

and do not generate any local economic impacts. Definitions of these regional economic terms are given in the 

Glossary (Appendix A). 

The IMPLAN model used for this analysis was constructed with econometrically estimated local purchase 

coefficients that describe the share of locally produced goods and services that fulfill business and consumer 

demand. This model included social accounts for households, and local, state, and federal governments that 

incorporate consumer and government spending into the estimated economic multipliers. Multipliers were 

estimated for industry output or gross revenues, value added (equivalent to GDP), employment (fulltime and 

part-time jobs), employee compensation, proprietor (business owner) income, and government taxes on 

production and imports. The magnitude of multipliers for a particular industry within a regional economy 

depends on the mix of industries and institutions in that economy, the share of business inputs from different 

sectors that are sourced locally, and the share of employee and proprietor spending that occurs locally. 

Estimates of the proportion of exported outputs and imported inputs are provided by the IMPLAN software and 

database based on the balance of local commodity supply and demand. With these data the analysis can show 

how agriculture, natural resource and food industry activities impact the overall county economy.  

 

County Demographic and Economic Overview  

Palm Beach County was established in 1909 as the 47th county in the state when it was separated from Dade 

County by the Florida Legislature. It is located in southeast Florida between Martin County to the north and 

Broward County to the south, and extends from Lake Okeechobee to the Atlantic Ocean (Figure 1). The County 

is part of the Miami-Fort Lauderdale-West Palm Beach, Florida Metropolitan Statistical Area. Palm Beach 

County is the second largest county in Florida in terms of land area (1,970 square miles), third largest in total 

area (2,383 square miles), and sixth largest in water area in lakes, rivers, and streams (413 square miles), and 

has 45 miles of coastline on the Atlantic Ocean (UF-BEBR).  

In 2014, Palm Beach County had an estimated population of 1,397,710, ranking the County third in the State of 

Florida (Table 1, U.S. Census Bureau). Compared to Florida and the United States, Palm Beach County has a 

larger percentage of the population aged 65 and over (22.7% vs 19.1%, 14.5%, respectively, a larger percentage 

of the population with a bachelorôs degree (32.4% vs 26.4%, 28.8%), a higher median value of owner occupied 

housing ($199,700, vs $160,200, $176,700), a higher per capita income ($32,858 vs $26,236, $28,155), and a 

smaller percentage of persons below the poverty level (14.5% vs 16.3%, 15.4%).  

The population of Palm Beach County grew from 336,706 in 1969 to 1,397,710 in 2014, representing a nearly 

four-fold increase, equivalent to an average annual growth rate of 7.0 percent (Figure 2). This growth rate is 

higher than the State as a whole (4.4%), and significantly higher than the national average during this period. In 
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2010, the largest cities in Palm Beach County by population were West Palm Beach (99,919), Boca Raton 

(84,392), Boynton Beach (68,217) and Delray Beach (60,522).   

Population and employment growth in both the County and State have followed similar trends, exhibiting much 

larger annual growth rates in the 1970s and 1980s, and lower during the 1990s and 2000s (Figure 3). During the 

Great Recession of December 2007- June 2009, population and job growth declined in the County and the State. 

Employment in the County declined from 805,382 in 2007 to 732,849 in 2010, even though population 

continued to increase (Table 2, Figure 3). Since 2010, employment in Palm Beach County has resumed 

growing, reaching nearly 834,555 jobs in 2014.  

Traditionally, the economy of Palm Beach County was dominated by real estate, agriculture and tourism, with 

agriculture consisting primarily of vegetables, nurseries, sugarcane and cattle. While vegetables, nurseries and 

sugar are still important agricultural industries for Palm Beach County, real estate, tourism and other service 

sectors have increased as a share of the County economy in recent years. Natural or semi-natural attractions in 

Palm Beach County include the Atlantic coast beaches, Lake Okeechobee, inland waterways, plus over 140 golf 

courses (Golf Palm Beach County). According to Discover the Palm Beaches, some popular tourist attractions 

and the number of annual visitors include: South Florida Fairgrounds (1.2 million), Palm Beach Kennel Club 

(600,000), Lion Country Safari (500,000), Kravis Center for the Performing Arts (450,000), Roger Dean 

Stadium (345,000), Palm Beach Zoo (314,000), and Loggerhead Marine Center (300,000). 

The top employers in Palm Beach County include Palm Beach County School District, Tenet Healthcare Corp., 

Palm Beach County Government, NextEra Energy, Inc. (parent company of Florida Power & Light), Hospital 

Corporation of America, Florida Atlantic University, Bethesda Memorial Hospital, Boca Raton Regional 

Hospital, Veterans Health Administration, Jupiter Medical Center, The Breakers Hotel, and Office Depot (Palm 

Beach County Business Development Board). The top goods-producing companies in the County include 

Florida Crystals (sugar), Sikorsky Aircraft Corporation, U.S. Sugar Corporation, Tyco Security Systems, TBC 

Corporation (Tire Distribution), Walgreens Distribution, Pratt & Whitney (Jet Engine Manufacturing), Cheney 

Brothers (Food Distribution), ADT Security Services, IBM Corp., and PSM (Turbine Parts Manufacturing).  

Total Personal Income in Palm Beach County peaked at $92.33 billion in 2007, then declined to $78.89 billion 

in 2009 during the recession, and recovered to $93.53 billion in 2014 in inflation-adjusted terms (Figure 4). 

Personal income in the County ranked second in the state (behind Miami-Dade) and accounted for 11% of 

personal income in Florida. Personal income includes net earnings by place of residence, dividends, interest, 

rent, and transfer receipts such as Social Security and retirement benefits.  

Palm Beach County has seen a steady increase in transfer receipts, as would be expected with the large 

percentage of the population over the age of 65, but earnings and dividend income are especially sensitive to 

major recessions (Figure 5). While transfer receipts increased by 17.5% over the 2007-2009 downturn, earnings 

income declined by approximately 12.5% and dividend income declined by 23.3% as companies chose to 

curtail or reduce dividend payments to shareholders. During 2009-2014 personal income has increased by 
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18.6% or 3.71% annually, while the State of Florida had a faster growth rate during the same period (6.4%), as 

did the entire U.S. (4.29%). The slower recent income growth in Palm Beach County is likely due to the slow 

recovery in the Real Estate and Rentals industry, which is the largest sector in Palm Beach County in terms of 

industry output or sales and Gross Domestic Product (Table 3). 

The distribution of employment and output (sales) among the major industry groups in Palm Beach County and 

the State of Florida in 2014 is shown in Tables 3-4 and Figures 6-9. Agriculture, Natural Resources and Food- 

Related industries, including food services and retail and wholesale food distribution, comprised the largest 

major industry group in the County in 2014, with direct employment of 118,316 fulltime and part-time jobs, 

representing 13.9% of all jobs in the County, and $11.17 billion in total output, representing 9.7% of all 

industry output. Other industry groups with large employment totals in the County include Health Care, 

Professional and Technical Services, Management and Administrative Services, and Retail Trade. Agriculture 

and food industries are the second largest industry group in the County in terms of output (sales), behind the 

Real Estate and Rentals sector, with $18.1 billion or 15.7% of County output (Figure 7).  

Agriculture, Natural resources and Food industries are also the largest employer industry group in the State of 

Florida (1.57 million jobs), representing 14.2% of the state workforce (Figure 8), and second largest in terms of 

output ($155.2 billion), representing 10.4% of the state total, behind the Real Estate and Rentals sector ($191.0 

billion) with 12.8% of state output (Figure 9).The next largest employer industry groups in the state are Health 

Care, Professional and Technical Services, Retail Trade, and Management and Administrative Services.  
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Figure 1. Maps of Palm Beach County, Florida (Source: Microsoft MapPoint) 
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Figure 2. Trends in population and employment in Palm Beach County, Florida, 1969-2014 

 

Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis 

 

 

 

Figure 3. Percentage change in population and employment in Palm Beach County, Florida, 1969-2014 

 

Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis 
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Figure 4. Trend in personal income in Palm Beach County, Florida, 1969-2014 

 

Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis 

 

 

Figure 5. Trends in personal income components in Palm Beach County, Florida, 1969-2014 

 

Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis 
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Figure 5a. Trend in per capita income in Palm Beach County, Florida, 1969-2014 

 

Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis 
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Table 1. Demographic profile of Palm Beach County in comparison to the state of Florida and the United States 

 
Palm Beach 

County 

State of 

Florida 
United States 

Population, 2014 estimate     1,397,710 19,893,297 318,857,056 

Population, 2010 (April 1) estimates base     1,320,134 18,804,623 308,758,105 

Population, percent change - April 1, 2010 to July 1, 2014     5.9% 5.8% 3.3% 

Population, 2010     1,320,134 18,801,310 308,745,538 

Persons under 5 years, percent, 2014     5.1% 5.5% 6.2% 

Persons under 18 years, percent, 2014     19.5% 20.4% 23.1% 

Persons 65 years and over, percent, 2014     22.7% 19.1% 14.5% 

Female persons, percent, 2014     51.6% 51.1% 50.8% 

    

White alone, percent, 2014 (a)     76.1% 77.8% 77.4% 

Black or African American alone, percent, 2014 (a)     18.8% 16.8% 13.2% 

American Indian and Alaska Native alone, percent, 2014 (a)     0.6% 0.5% 1.2% 

Asian alone, percent, 2014 (a)     2.7% 2.8% 5.4% 

Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander alone, percent, 2014 (a)       0.1% 0.1% 0.2% 

Two or More Races, percent, 2014     1.7% 2.0% 2.5% 

Hispanic or Latino, percent, 2014 (b)     20.7% 24.1% 17.4% 

White alone, not Hispanic or Latino, percent, 2014     57.3% 55.8% 62.1% 

    

Living in same house 1 year & over, percent, 2009-2013     85.0% 83.7% 84.9% 

Foreign born persons, percent, 2009-2013     22.6% 19.4% 12.9% 

Language other than English spoken at home, pct age 5+, 2009-2013     28.4% 27.4% 20.7% 

High school graduate or higher, percent of persons age 25+, 2009-2013     87.5% 86.1% 86.0% 

Bachelor's degree or higher, percent of persons age 25+, 2009-2013     32.4% 26.4% 28.8% 

Veterans, 2009-2013     99,057 1,569,406 21,263,779 

Mean travel time to work (minutes), workers age 16+, 2009-2013     24.5 25.9 25.5 

    

Housing units, 2014     674,844 9,144,250 133,957,180 

Homeownership rate, 2009-2013     71.2% 67.1% 64.9% 

Housing units in multi-unit structures, percent, 2009-2013     40.6% 30.1% 26.0% 

Median value of owner-occupied housing units, 2009-2013     $199,700 $160,200 $176,700 

Households, 2009-2013     526,007 7,158,980 115,610,216 

Persons per household, 2009-2013     2.51 2.61 2.63 

Per capita money income in past 12 months (2013 dollars), 2009-2013     $32,858 $26,236 $28,155 

Median household income, 2009-2013     $52,432 $46,956 $53,046 

Persons below poverty level, percent, 2009-2013     14.5% 16.3% 15.4% 

    

Private nonfarm establishments, 2013     44,234 510,389 7,488,353 

Private nonfarm employment, 2013     466,399 7,134,644 118,266,253 

Private nonfarm employment, percent change, 2012-2013     3.7% 2.9% 2.0% 

Nonemployer establishments, 2013     151,331 1,838,864 23,005,620 

    

Total number of firms, 2007     163,433 2,009,589 27,092,908 

Black-owned firms, percent, 2007     8.9% 9.0% 7.1% 

American Indian- and Alaska Native-owned firms, percent, 2007     0.5% 0.5% 0.9% 

Asian-owned firms, percent, 2007     3.1% 3.2% 5.7% 
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Palm Beach 

County 

State of 

Florida 
United States 

Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander-owned firms, percent, 2007     S 0.1% 0.1% 

Hispanic-owned firms, percent, 2007     14.4% 22.4% 8.3% 

Women-owned firms, percent, 2007     27.8% 28.9% 28.8% 

    

Manufacturersô shipments, 2007 ($1000)     4,240,652 104,832,907 5,319,456,312 

Merchant wholesaler sales, 2007 ($1000)     12,017,516 221,641,518 4,174,286,516 

Retail sales, 2007 ($1000)     19,321,650 262,341,127 3,917,663,456 

Retail sales per capita, 2007     $15,278 $14,353 $12,990 

Accommodation and food services sales, 2007 ($1000)     3,088,613 41,922,059 613,795,732 

Building permits, 2014     5,066 84,075 1,046,363 

    

Land area in square miles, 2010     1,969.76 53,624.76 3,531,905.43 

Persons per square mile, 2010     670.2 350.6 87.4 

(a) Includes persons reporting only one race. 

(b) Hispanics may be of any race, so also are included in applicable race categories. 

Source: US Census Bureau State and County QuickFacts 

 

 

Table 2. Palm Beach County and Florida population and employment and percent change, 2000-2014 

Population Employment (Fulltime and Part-time Jobs) 

Year  
Palm 

Beach 

Percent 

Change 
Florida 

Percent 

Change 

Palm 

Beach 

Percent 

Change 
Florida 

Percent 

Change 

2000 1,135,787 1.69% 16,047,515 1.83% 647,758 5.38% 8,918,234 3.70% 

2001 1,160,474 2.17% 16,356,966 1.93% 675,365 4.26% 8,988,214 0.78% 

2002 1,191,340 2.66% 16,689,370 2.03% 688,793 1.99% 9,108,523 1.34% 

2003 1,218,100 2.25% 17,004,085 1.89% 706,070 2.51% 9,330,681 2.44% 

2004 1,252,223 2.80% 17,415,318 2.42% 733,632 3.90% 9,714,142 4.11% 

2005 1,278,380 2.09% 17,842,038 2.45% 773,775 5.47% 10,140,035 4.38% 

2006 1,284,489 0.48% 18,166,990 1.82% 796,157 2.89% 10,471,146 3.27% 

2007 1,286,586 0.16% 18,367,842 1.11% 805,382 1.16% 10,626,395 1.48% 

2008 1,294,938 0.65% 18,527,305 0.87% 769,390 -4.47% 10,357,490 -2.53% 

2009 1,307,371 0.96% 18,652,644 0.68% 739,899 -3.83% 9,937,794 -4.05% 

2010 1,324,241 1.29% 18,852,220 1.07% 732,849 -0.95% 9,877,353 -0.61% 

2011 1,338,609 1.08% 19,107,900 1.36% 758,487 3.50% 10,116,944 2.43% 

2012 1,358,613 1.49% 19,355,257 1.29% 776,034 2.31% 10,324,695 2.05% 

2013 1,376,199 1.29% 19,600,311 1.27% 807,505 4.06% 10,617,541 2.84% 

2014 1,397,710 1.56% 19,893,297 1.49% 834,555 3.35% 10,911,330 2.77% 

Source: U.S. Dept. of Commerce, Bureau of Economic Analysis, Regional Economic Profiles (www.bea.gov) 
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Table 3. Economic summary of major industry groups in Palm Beach County, Florida in 2014 (ranked in order 

of employment) 

Industry Group 
Direct 

Employ-

ment (Jobs) 

Industry 
Output  

(M$) 

Domestic 

and Inter-
national 

Exports  

(M$) 

Gross 

Domestic 

Product  
(M$) 

Employee 

Compen-

sation 
(M$) 

Proprietor 
Income  

(M$) 

Property 

Type 

Income  
(M$) 

Tax on 

Production 
and 

Imports 

(M$) 

Agriculture, Natural 

Resources, Food 
118,316 11,167.2 4,872.5 6,053.1 3,317.8 620.7 1,552.7 561.9 

Health Care and Social 

Services 
99,495 9,724.8 1,797.4 6,199.8 4,898.9 682.9 519.3 98.8 

Professional and Technical 

Services 
83,615 9,957.4 3,026.2 6,191.7 4,279.4 807.0 772.4 332.9 

Management and 

Administrative Services 
71,416 7,308.6 3,567.7 5,185.9 4,049.4 163.8 917.9 54.9 

Other Services 70,732 4,021.7 1,470.0 2,988.9 1,697.5 431.5 635.3 224.5 

Retail Trade 67,958 5,849.4 866.4 3,936.6 2,238.1 179.3 835.2 684.0 

Finance and Insurance 64,695 11,001.8 4,681.0 4,811.1 3,389.3 594.2 640.4 187.2 

Real Estate and Rentals 63,306 18,091.4 6,510.4 12,391.6 931.4 491.0 9,682.1 1,287.2 

Construction 40,905 7,135.4 210.3 3,089.5 1,436.5 456.0 1,144.1 53.1 

Education 40,348 2,885.3 218.2 2,573.9 2,164.7 48.5 337.5 23.2 

Government and non-NAICS 34,581 3,797.3 83.4 3,494.0 2,945.0 0.0 572.9 -23.9 

Travel, Entertainment and 

Recreation 
28,267 2,669.1 1,071.3 1,696.6 831.9 185.8 449.0 229.8 

Wholesale Trade 18,848 4,953.5 1,697.7 3,333.5 1,597.0 169.7 965.4 601.3 

Manufacturing 16,809 6,560.3 3,654.3 2,051.3 1,277.3 98.9 606.0 69.1 

Transportation 14,927 1,964.3 335.4 857.5 486.9 118.5 199.5 52.7 

Information and 

Communications 
14,098 6,240.3 2,602.8 2,620.3 917.0 248.2 1,217.8 237.3 

Utilities 1,241 1,930.6 52.8 1,002.0 193.5 54.5 482.9 271.2 

Total 849,557 115,258.4 36,717.5 68,477.3 36,651.6 5,350.2 21,530.3 4,945.2 

Employment includes fulltime and part-time jobs. 

Source: IMPLAN Group LLC 
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Table 4. Share of total economic activity for major industry groups in Palm Beach County, Florida in 2014 

Industry Group 
Employment 

(Jobs) 

Industry 

Output  

(M$) 

Gross 

Domestic 

Product 

(M$) 

Domestic 

and 

International 

Exports  

(M$) 

Agriculture, Natural Resources, Food 13.93% 9.69% 8.84% 13.27% 

Health Care and Social Services 11.71% 8.44% 9.05% 4.90% 

Professional and Technical Services 9.84% 8.64% 9.04% 8.24% 

Management and Administrative Services 8.41% 6.34% 7.57% 9.72% 

Other Services 8.33% 3.49% 4.36% 4.00% 

Retail Trade 8.00% 5.08% 5.75% 2.36% 

Finance and Insurance 7.62% 9.55% 7.03% 12.75% 

Real Estate and Rentals 7.45% 15.70% 18.10% 17.73% 

Construction 4.81% 6.19% 4.51% 0.57% 

Education 4.75% 2.50% 3.76% 0.59% 

Government and non-NAICS 4.07% 3.29% 5.10% 0.23% 

Travel, Entertainment and Recreation 3.33% 2.32% 2.48% 2.92% 

Wholesale Trade 2.22% 4.30% 4.87% 4.62% 

Manufacturing 1.98% 5.69% 3.00% 9.95% 

Transportation 1.76% 1.70% 1.25% 0.91% 

Information and Communications 1.66% 5.41% 3.83% 7.09% 

Utilities 0.15% 1.67% 1.46% 0.14% 

Total 100 % 100% 100% 100% 

Source: Implan Group LLC 
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Figure 6. Direct employment in major industry groups in Palm Beach County, Florida, 2014 

 

Source: IMPLAN Group LLC 

 

 

 

Figure 7. Direct output of major industry groups in Palm Beach County, Florida, 2014 

  

Source: IMPLAN Group LLC 
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Figure 8. Direct employment in major industry groups in the State of Florida, 2014 

 
Source: IMPLAN Group LLC 

 

 

Figure 9. Direct output in major industry groups in the State of Florida, 2014 

 

Source: IMPLAN Group LLC 

 

 

1,565

1,211

969

968

867

705

703

669

642

595

581

409

350

299

292

175

24

0 400 800 1,200 1,600

Agriculture, Natural Resources, Related

Health Care and Social Services

Professional and Technical Services

Retail Trade

Management and Administrative Services

Other Services

Government and non-NAICS

Real Estate and Rentals

Finance and Insurance

Education

Construction

Travel, Entertainment and Recreation

Transportation

Wholesale Trade

Manufacturing

Information and Communications

Utilities

1000 Fulltime & Part-time Jobs

155.2

119.4

112.9

79.0

71.1

43.6

81.5

191.0

114.2

40.5

97.5

36.7

60.8

71.8

104.7

77.1

31.6

0 40 80 120 160 200

Agriculture, Natural Resources, Related

Health Care and Social Services

Professional and Technical Services

Retail Trade

Management and Administrative Services

Other Services

Government and non-NAICS

Real Estate and Rentals

Finance and Insurance

Education

Construction

Travel, Entertainment and Recreation

Transportation

Wholesale Trade

Manufacturing

Information and Communications

Utilities

Billion Dollars



 

20 
 

Figure 10a. Trend in number of farm proprietors in Palm Beach County, Florida, 1969-2014 

 

Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis 

 

 

Figure 10b. Trend in farm proprietor income in Palm Beach County, Florida, 1969-2014 

 

Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis 
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Characteristics of Agriculture in Palm Beach County 

This section of the report describes the characteristics of agricultural production in Palm Beach County based 

on the Census of Agriculture (USDA-NASS) and information from Bureau of Economic Analysis. 

Figure 10 presents the number of farm proprietors in Palm Beach County over the period 1969-2014. The 

number of farm proprietors is cyclical and is sensitive to recessions where noticeable downturns have occurred 

in the early 1970s, early and late 1990s, and throughout the period from 2001-2007, showing a noticeable 

resurgence since then.   

Palm Beach County farms characteristics in 2007 and 2012 are summarized in Table 5. The number of farms in 

the County increased from 1,263 in 2007 to 1,409 in 2012, a 12% gain that represents a resurgence from the 

Great Recession. The total farm land area and the average area per farm, however, declined by 2% and 12%, 

respectively. The market value of crop and livestock sales increased from $931.73 million in 2007 to just under 

one billion in 2012, a 7% increase. 9.04 million. Government payments received by Palm Beach County farms 

are generally very low compared to many other areas of the U.S., representing less than 0.3% of market value of 

products sold. 

State and County rankings of the value of agricultural products sold in Palm Beach County in 2012 are 

presented in Table 6. The total value of agricultural products and the value of crops both ranked first in the State 

and thirtieth and fourteenth in the U.S., respectively. These rankings are quite impressive given the large land 

area devoted to agriculture in Florida and the U.S. Based on value, a number of commodity groups in Palm 

Beach County are ranked in the top five counties in State and in the U.S.  In the state, Other crops and Hay 

(which includes sugarcane and sugar beets), Vegetables/Melons/Potatoes, Grains/Oilseeds/Beans, 

Nursery/Greenhouse/Floriculture, and Horses/Ponies/Mules all rank in the top five in the State, while Other 

crops and Hay, Vegetables/Melons/Potatoes, and Horses/Ponies/Mules rank in the top ten in the U.S. In terms 

of crop acreage, Sugarcane for Sugar and Seed, Vegetables, Sod and Sweet Corn are ranked first in the State, 

and for Sugarcane and Sod the acreage is ranked first in the U.S. as well. 

In 2012 there were approximately 513,943 acres of operable farm land, representing 33.7% of the total land area 

of the County (mid-panel Table 7). This figure is down by 95,603 acres (15.7%) from 609,546 acres in 1997. 

The vast majority of farmland, 440,747 acres or 28.9% percent of the total land area in the County, was in 

cropland in 2012. Of the remaining acreage, 33,279 was pastureland and 4,468 was woodland. The asset value 

of farm land and buildings increased was $3.64 billion, a 70% increase from 1997. Total net farm cash income 

declined from $333.72 M in 2002 to $209.15 M in 2012, and net cash income per farm declined by 49% to 

$148,441 in 2012. 

While Palm Beach County is notable as a top-ranked county in the state and nation for production of Sugar, Sod 

and Sweet Corn, it is also in the top ten in the U.S. for Vegetables/Potatoes and Horses/Ponies/Mules (Table 6). 

Tables 8 and 9 summarize the crop acreage harvested and number of livestock operations in the County over the 

period 1997-2012. The most notable trend in Table 8 is the decline in sugarcane acreage harvested for sugar 
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from 345,159 acres in 1997 to 285,304 acres in 2012. Sweet Corn, Sod and Sugarcane Seed were relatively 

stable over the period. Other crops experiencing a decline in harvested acres were Rice, Lettuce and Bell 

Peppers. Equines and cattle had the largest number of livestock operations in Palm Beach County, with equine 

operations outnumbering cattle two to one (Table 9). Other livestock with relatively large and increasing 

numbers of operations were Poultry, Chickens and Goats.  

International exports of food and kindred products from the port district of Miami are presented in Table 10 and 

Figure 11. Although this includes all seaports and airports in south Florida, it is representative of products being 

exported from Palm Beach County as well. The largest export commodity in terms of value in 2015 were 

cotton/yarn ($883 million), meat ($577 million), edible preparations ($522 million), paper/paperboard ($448 

million), beverages/spirits ($297 million), dairy products ($237 million), prepared cereals/starch ($228 million), 

prepared vegetables/fruits/nuts ($207 million), and fish/seafood ($168 million), as shown in Table 10. The 

largest dollar value of exports in 2015 was to South America ($4.26 billion), followed distantly by Asia ($343 

million) and Europe ($264 million). The trend in international exports from the region over the period 2003-15 

indicates strong growth, increasing from $2.80 billion in 2003 to $4.95 billion in 2015 representing an increase 

of 76% or 5.5% annually (Figure 11). The growth in exports has been steady with the exception of the Great 

Recession period in 2009 and in 2012. 

 

Table 5. Summary of number of farms, land in farms, value of agricultural products and government payments 

received in Palm Beach County, Florida, 2007 and 2012  

Source: USDA-NASS, Census of Agriculture 
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Table 6. State and national rankings of agricultural commodity production in Palm Beach County, Florida, 

2012  

Item Quantity 
State 

Rank 

Number 

Florida 

Counties 

Producing 

U.S. 

Rank 

Number 

U.S. 

Counties 

Producing 

Total value of agricultural products sold ($1000) 999,038 1 67 30 3,077 

Value of crops including nursery and greenhouse ($1000) 982,049 1 67 14 3,072 

Value of livestock, poultry, and their products ($1000) 16,990 26 67 1,749 3,076 

      

Value of Sales by Commodity Group ($1,000)      

Other crops and hay 478,819 1 66 2 3,049 

Vegetables, melons, potatoes, and sweet potatoes 332,870 1 64 7 2,802 

Nursery, greenhouse, floriculture, and sod 154,514 3 64 11 2,678 

Grains, oilseeds, dry beans, and dry peas 13,127 1 53 1,408 2,926 

Horses, ponies, mules, burros, and donkeys 11,048 2 66 10 3,011 

Cattle and calves 3,334 35 67 2,062 3,056 

Other animals and other animal products 2,103 5 67 110 2,924 

Sheep, goats, wool, mohair, and milk 256 6 64 663 2,988 

Aquaculture 123 32 55 606 1,366 

Hogs and pigs 6 46 64 2,311 2,827 

Fruits, tree nuts, and berries (D) 28 65 272 2,724 

Cut Christmas trees and short rotation woody crops (D) (D) 34 (D) 1,530 

Poultry and eggs (D) 36 66 (D) 3,013 

Milk from cows (D) 33 33 (D) 2,038 

Tobacco - - 5 - 436 

Cotton and cottonseed - - 17 - 635 

      

Top Crops (Acres)      

Sugarcane for sugar 285,304 1 18 1 49 

Vegetables harvested, all 60,762 1 64 13 2,801 

Sweet corn 22,918 1 57 5 2,416 

Sod harvested 15,007 1 41 1 690 

Sugarcane for seed 13,712 1 14 1 44 

      

Top Livestock (Inventory)      

Colonies of bees 15,291 4 67 45 2,761 

Cattle and calves 9,333 37 67 1,986 3,063 

Horses and ponies 7,007 2 67 24 3,072 

Layers 3,249 23 66 999 3,040 

Goats, all 1,490 12 65 324 2,996 

Ranked items among the 67 state counties and 3,079 U.S. counties. 

Source: USDA-NASS, Census of Agriculture.  
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Table 7. Summary of agricultural land area, farm operations, assets, income, and practices in Palm Beach 

County, Florida, 1997-2012 

 1997 2002 2007 2012 

Agricultural Land      

Cropland - Acres 529,888 480,973 450,665 440,747 

Cropland - Number Of Operations 771 648 718 739 

Cropland, (Excl Harvested & Pastured) - Acres 64,839 48,341 39,265 0 

Cropland, (Excl Harvested & Pastured) - Number Of 

Operations 
88 73 71 73 

Cropland, Harvested - Acres 463,233 428,683 401,524 383,617 

Cropland, Harvested - Number Of Operations 682 557 595 672 

Cropland, Harvested, Irrigated - Acres 413,704 417,769 385,400 356,870 

Cropland, Harvested, Irrigated - Number Of Operations 544 460 490 528 

Cropland, Pastured Only - Acres 1,816 3,949 9,876 0 

Cropland, Pastured Only - Number Of Operations 102 122 172 51 

Irrigated - Acres 417,807 418,455 387,755 362,748 

Irrigated - Number Of Operations  583 634 677 

Pastureland - Acres 22,899 25,934 26,519 33,279 

Pastureland - Number Of Operations 348 537 668 635 

Pastureland, (Excl Cropland & Woodland) - Acres 18,285 11,619 14,848 0 

Pastureland, (Excl Cropland & Woodland) - Number Of 

Operations 
233 417 510 579 

Woodland - Acres 18,916 13,659 6,105 4,468 

Woodland - Number Of Operations 69 99 97 101 

Woodland, (Excl Pastured) - Acres 16,118 3,293 4,310 0 

Woodland, (Excl Pastured) - Number Of Operations 34 45 54 50 

Woodland, Pastured - Acres 2,798 10,366 1,795 0 

Woodland, Pastured - Number Of Operations 41 63 48 59 

Asset Value Incl Buildings, Measured In $ 2,134,366,000 1,801,844,000 2,162,642,000 3,643,937,000 

Asset Value Incl Buildings, Measured In $ / Acre 3,502 3,348 4,114 7,090 

Asset Value Incl Buildings, Measured In $ / Operation 1,952,759 1,623,283 1,712,306 2,586,187 

Farm Operations     

Acres Operated 609,546 535,965 525,658 513,943 

Area Operated, Measured In Acres / Operation  483 416 365 

Area Operated, Measured In Acres / Operation, Median  10 6 5 

Number Of Operations 1,095 1,110 1,263 1,409 

Organization, Tax Purposes, Corporation, (Excl Family Held) 

- Acres Operated 
341,750 0 111,988 0 

Organization, Tax Purposes, Corporation, (Excl Family Held) 

- Number Of Operations 
67 35 31 61 

Organization, Tax Purposes, Corporation, Family Held - Acres 

Operated 
180,914 251,766 348,578 313,466 

Organization, Tax Purposes, Corporation, Family Held - 

Number Of Operations 
327 264 331 439 

Organization, Tax Purposes, Family & Individual - Acres 

Operated 
51,062 0 40,319 0 

Organization, Tax Purposes, Family & Individual - Number Of 

Operations 
618 741 823 793 

Organization, Tax Purposes, Institutional & Research & 

Reservation & Other - Acres Operated 
5,536 0 279 1,684 

Organization, Tax Purposes, Institutional & Research & 

Reservation & Other - Number Of Operations 
13 9 9 34 

Organization, Tax Purposes, Partnership - Acres Operated 30,284 26,880 24,494 48,333 
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 1997 2002 2007 2012 

Organization, Tax Purposes, Partnership - Number Of 

Operations 
70 61 69 82 

Income, Net Cash Farm     

Net Farm Cash Income, Measured In $   333,727,000 349,903,000 209,154,000 

Net Farm Cash Income, Measured In $ / Operation  300,655 277,041 148,441 

Operations With Net Income  1,110 1,263 1,409 

Asset Value Machinery, Measured In $ 75,840,000 62,604,000 160,696,000 257,108,000 

Farm Operators     

Total Number Of Operators  1,710 2,011 2,250 

Asian Operators - Acres Operated  1,282 0 2,345 

Asian Operators - Number Of Operations  36 41 62 

Asian Operators - Number Of Operators  40 45 79 

Black Or African American Operators, - Acres Operated  3,812 7,322 181 

Black Or African American Operators, - Number Of 

Operations 
 33 36 40 

Black Or African American Operators, - Number Of Operators  43 51 60 

Female Operators, - Acres Operated  29,903 44,414 20,679 

Female Operators, - Number Of Operations  599 716 795 

Female Operators, - Number Of Operators  647 772 905 

Hispanic Operators, - Acres Operated   136,720 193,181 207,361 

Multi -Race Operators, - Acres Operated  52 0 461 

Multi -Race Operators, - Number Of Operations  6 6 52 

Multi -Race Operators, - Number Of Operators  6 6 52 

White Operators, - Acres Operated  531,233 516,815 511,293 

White Operators, - Number Of Operations  1,060 1,193 1,321 

White Operators, - Number Of Operators  1,547 1,824 2,001 

Agricultural Practices     

Conservation Methods Used - Number Of Operations   125  

Rotational Or Management Intensive Grazing - Number Of 

Operations 
  157 96 

Source: USDA-NASS, Census of Agriculture 
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Table 8. Summary of agricultural crops and crop acres harvested in Palm Beach County, Florida, 1997-2012 

Crop  1997 2002 2007 2012 

Sugarcane, Sugar  345,159 327,272 292,399 285,304 

Sweet Corn  21,778 26,460 25,915 22,918 

Sod  19,522 8,016 11,440 15,007 

Sugarcane, Seed  13,690 12,928 13,353 13,712 

Peppers, Bell   10,566 13,839 5,591 

Beans, Snap  4,291 2,645 11,088 9,808 

Rice  0 13,994 11,376 0 

Radishes  7,643 0 6,126 4,881 

Cucumbers  3,600 1,986 4,555 2,589 

Tomatoes, In The Open  3,960 3,308 2,684 1,360 

Lettuce  2,454 0 7,147 0 

Eggplant  1,056 290 428 0 

Cabbage, Head   0 1,237 505 

Hay   0 371 697 

Squash  219 51 0 573 

Cabbage, Chinese  563 0 0 0 

Peppers, Chile   0 209 0 

Corn, Grain    87 84 

Field Crops, Other     38 

Pumpkins   3 32 0 

Short Term Woody Crops   0  14 

Okra   10 1 0 

Broccoli   2 1  

Greens, Collard   0 1 0 

Greens, Mustard   0 1 0 

Grand Total 423,935 407,531 402,290 363,081 

Source: USDA-NASS, Census of Agriculture 
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Table 9. Summary of number of livestock and animal products operations in Palm Beach County, Florida, 

1997-2012 

Livestock Type 1997 2002 2007 2012 

Equine, Horses & Ponies   445 507 559 

Equine, Horses & Ponies, Owned    491 543 

Cattle, Incl Calves  217 159 192 205 

Cattle, Cows  154 130 115 166 

Cattle, Cows, Beef  154 129 113 160 

Poultry Totals  102 50 103 154 

Cattle, (Excl Cows)   119 158 128 

Chickens, Layers  75 27 86 145 

Goats   40 80 100 

Goats, Meat & Other   33 65 86 

Hogs  57 38 27 33 

Poultry, Other, Incl Ducks & Geese  48 21 36 37 

Hogs, Market  51 27 8 25 

Sheep, Incl Lambs  18 17 19 49 

Equine, Mules & Burros & Donkeys   3 38 50 

Hogs, Breeding  18 33 21 13 

Honey, Bee Colonies   22 18 38 

Sheep, Ewes, Breeding, Ge 1 Year  10 10 10 25 

Turkeys  13 17 8 11 

Ducks   12 21 12 

Chickens, Broilers  3 3 5 34 

Goats, Milk   13 18 12 

Specialty Animals, Other, Animals Only   7 18 10 

Geese   13 11 7 

Cattle, Cows, Milk  7 11 2 7 

Chickens, Pullets, Replacement   2 16 7 

Poultry, Other   5 14 3 

Rabbits, Live & Pelts   10 8  

Emus   8 8 1 

Chickens, Roosters     14 

Pigeons & Squab    7 3 

Deer    7 2 

Peafowl, Hens & Cocks     7 

Quail    6  

Llamas   1 5  

Ostriches   1 1 2 

Pheasants   1 2  

Rabbits, Live     3 

Bison   3   

Guineas     2 

Alpacas     2 

Goats, Angora        2 

Source: USDA-NASS, Census of Agriculture 
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Table 10. International exports of agricultural and food commodities from the Miami, Florida port district to 

major world regions in 2015, ordered by value 

Commodity 

South / 

Central 

America 

Asia Europe 
North 

America 

Australia 

and 

Oceania 

Africa Total 

Million Dollars 

52 Cotton, Including Yarn And Woven Fabric 

Thereof 883.0 0.1 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 883.3 

02 Meat And Edible Meat Offal 484.1 30.5 49.1 5.5 6.2 1.0 576.6 

21 Miscellaneous Edible Preparations 459.5 29.1 23.4 6.3 1.1 3.0 522.4 

48 Paper & Paperboard & Articles (inc Papr Pulp 

Artl)  435.2 4.7 5.5 1.8 0.3 0.4 448.0 

22 Beverages, Spirits And Vinegar 208.0 30.3 42.3 13.4 2.0 0.6 296.6 

04 Dairy Prods; Birds Eggs; Honey; Ed Animal Pr 

Nesoi 223.4 5.0 6.9 0.7 1.2 0.2 237.4 

19 Prep Cereal, Flour, Starch Or Milk; Bakers Wares 210.5 11.7 3.8 1.0 0.5 0.5 228.0 

20 Prep Vegetables, Fruit, Nuts Or Other Plant Parts 154.8 38.2 10.4 0.4 0.5 3.1 207.4 

03 Fish, Crustaceans & Aquatic Invertebrates 81.0 56.1 23.9 2.7 4.5 0.3 168.4 

44 Wood And Articles Of Wood; Wood Charcoal 146.2 0.8 2.7 0.5 0.2 0.7 151.0 

16 Edible Preparations Of Meat, Fish, Crustaceans 

Etc 115.2 16.8 5.2 0.1 0.2 0.1 137.5 

12 Oil Seeds Etc.; Misc Grain, Seed, Fruit, Plant Etc 89.3 1.0 23.2 0.0 0.1 0.0 113.5 

18 Cocoa And Cocoa Preparations 105.1 2.9 1.0 0.2 0.1 0.1 109.4 

47 Wood Pulp Etc; Recovd (waste & Scrap) ppr & 

pprbd 8.1 82.1 1.0 2.7 0.0 0.0 93.9 

07 Edible Vegetables & Certain Roots & Tubers 71.4 0.9 12.1 0.0 0.0 0.3 84.7 

15 Animal Or Vegetable Fats, Oils Etc. & Waxes 71.9 2.1 8.0 0.0 0.1 0.1 82.2 

08 Edible Fruit & Nuts; Citrus Fruit Or Melon Peel 70.1 1.5 3.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 75.6 

24 Tobacco And Manufactured Tobacco Substitutes 66.3 0.6 4.1 2.3 0.1 0.8 74.1 

17 Sugars And Sugar Confectionary 51.4 7.4 7.6 1.4 0.0 0.2 67.9 

01 Live Animals 44.7 11.7 7.6 3.4 0.0 0.0 67.3 

23 Food Industry Residues & Waste; Prep Animal 

Feed 56.4 3.2 3.5 0.1 0.2 0.0 63.4 

09 Coffee, Tea, Mate & Spices 40.5 2.8 1.9 1.1 0.5 0.1 46.8 

31 Fertilizers 38.3 0.6 0.4 0.1 0.0 0.0 39.4 

05 Products Of Animal Origin, Nesoi 37.6 0.0 1.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 39.1 

41 Raw Hides And Skins (no Furskins) And Leather 24.6 0.6 7.5 0.5 0.0 0.0 33.3 

13 Lac; Gums, Resins & Other Vegetable Sap & 

Extract 24.6 1.2 4.1 0.1 0.0 0.0 30.1 

10 Cereals 23.9 0.2 0.5 0.0 0.1 0.0 24.8 

06 Live Trees, Plants, Bulbs Etc.; Cut Flowers Etc. 15.1 0.7 2.5 0.2 0.0 0.0 18.5 

11 Milling Products; Malt; Starch; Inulin; Wht Gluten 17.2 0.3 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.0 17.8 

51 Wool & Animal Hair, Including Yarn & Woven 

Fabric 3.6 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 3.6 

53 Veg Text Fib Nesoi; Veg Fib & Paper Yns & Wov 

Fab 0.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.9 

45 Cork And Articles Of Cork 0.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.9 

14 Vegetable Plaiting Materials & Products Nesoi 0.6 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.6 

Total 4,263.5 342.8 264.1 44.7 17.9 11.6 4,944.7 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, USA Trade Online 
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Figure 11. Trends in international exports of agricultural and food commodities from the Miami, Florida port 

district to major world regions, 2003-15 

 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, USA Trade Online 
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Economic Contributions of Agricult ure, Natural Resources and Food Industries 

 

Industry Group  Economic Contributions in 2014 

Agriculture, Natural Resources and Related Food industries were divided into seven major groups: including  

Agricultural Inputs and Services; Crop, Livestock, Forestry and Fisheries Production; Food and Kindred 

Products Distribution; Food and Kindred Products Manufacturing; Forest Products Manufacturing; Mining; and 

Nature-based Recreation. The Food and Kindred Products Distribution group includes individual industry 

sectors for Full- and Limited-Service Restaurants, Other Food and Drinking Places, Retail Food and Beverage 

Stores, and Wholesale Food Distributors; Agricultural Inputs and Services includes Landscape and Horticultural 

Services; Crop, Livestock, Forestry and Fisheries Production includes Support Activities for Agriculture and 

Forestry, and Sugarcane and Sugar Beet Farming; Food Product Manufacturing includes Sugarcane Mills and 

Refining and Bread and Bakery Product Manufacturing. 

The estimated total economic impacts of these industries consists of direct, indirect and induced effects (the 

latter two referred to as contributions) as discussed above. The direct effects and contributions or total impacts 

for Palm Beach County in 2014 are reported in Tables 11 and 12. Table 11 summarizes the seven industry 

group total impacts in terms of direct employment, industry output (sales) and domestic & international export 

as well as the impacts or contributions for employment, output, value-added (GDP), labor income, other 

property income, and taxes on production and imports. Table 12 reports the industry group summaries for the 

seven major groups as well as the individual industry sectors contained in each group. Figures 12-15 illustrate 

direct and total contribution results for the seven industry groups in Palm Beach County in 2014. Industry 

output contributions represent the total revenue changes experienced by local businesses. Value-added 

contributions equal the sum of labor income, other property income, and taxes on production and imports, and is 

equivalent to Gross Domestic Product. Employment contributions are reported as jobs, including both full and 

part-time jobs (not full time equivalent). Output contributions are also equal to value added contributions plus 

the value of intermediate inputs purchased by each industry. More detailed definitions of these terms are given 

in the Glossary. 

Total employment contributions of agriculture and natural resource and food-related industry groups and sectors 

in Palm Beach County in 2014 were estimated at 158,976 jobs (Tables 11-12, Figure 12), which represents 

18.7% of the total 849,557 jobs in the County (Table 3). This includes the indirect and induced multiplier 

effects for sales of locally produced goods and services to markets outside the County, i.e. domestic and 

international exports. The largest industry group was Food and Kindred Products Distribution with 82,284 

direct jobs and 97,288 total jobs (Table 11), representing approximately 61% of all Agriculture, Natural 

Resource, and Related Food employment in the County (Table 11, Figure 12). The next largest agriculture food 

industry group was Agricultural Inputs & Services (17,097 direct jobs, 22,538 total jobs), followed by Crop, 
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Livestock, Forestry and Fisheries Production (8,056 direct, 15,459 total jobs), Food & Kindred Products 

Manufacturing (3,806 direct, 11,898 total jobs), and Nature-Based Recreation (3,866 direct, 6,461 total jobs). 

The total output or revenue contributions of agriculture-food industries in Palm Beach County in 2014, were 

estimated at $16.85 billion, representing 14.6% of total County industry output of $115.26 billion (Tables 11-

12, Figure 13). The largest industry group in terms of output was Food and Kindred Products Distribution, at 

$8.19 billion, representing 49% of all agriculture-food industry output in the County, followed by Food and 

Kindred Products Manufacturing ($2.96 billion, 17.5%), Crop, Livestock, Forestry and Fisheries ($2.10 billion, 

12.5%), and Agricultural Inputs and Services ($1.93 billion, 11.5%). 

Domestic and international exports by agriculture-food industries in Palm Beach County in 2014 totaled $4.87 

billion, representing 13.3% of the County total (Tables 11-12, Figure 15). The Food and Kindred Products 

Distribution group had $1.50 billion in export shipments or sales to nonresidents County visitors, followed by 

Food and Kindred Products Manufacturing ($1.21 billion), and Crop-Livestock-Forestry-Fisheries Production 

($841 million). 

The value added contributions of agriculture-food industries in Palm Beach County in 2014 were estimated at 

$9.50 billion, representing 13.9% of County GDP of $68.48 billion (Tables 11-12, Figure 14). Within value 

added, labor income contributions of $6.03 billion represent employee compensation, benefits, and proprietor 

income. Value added also encompasses other property income contributions totaling $2.64 billion, representing 

corporate profits or dividends, interest payments, rents, and royalties. Contributions to local, state, and federal 

business taxes on production and imports were estimated at $833 million. 

Among industry groups the largest value added and labor income impacts were from Food and Kindred 

Products Distribution, at $5.15 billion and $3.33 billion, respectively. The next largest groups for value added 

and labor income contributions, respectively, were Crop-Livestock-Forestry-Fisheries Production ($1.48 billion, 

$797 million), Food Manufacturing ($1.06 billion, $622 million), and Agricultural Inputs and Services ($1.04 

billion, $750 million).  
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Table 11. Summary of economic contributions of agriculture, natural resources and food industry groups in 

Palm Beach County, Florida, 2014 

Industry Group 

Direct 

Employ-

ment 

(Jobs) 

Direct 

Output  

(M$) 

Domestic 

and 

Inter-

national 

Exports    

(M$) 

Output 

Impacts 

(M$) 

Employ-

ment 

Impacts 

(Jobs) 

Value 

Added 

Impacts  

(M$) 

Labor 

Income 

Impacts  

(M$) 

 

Property 

Income 

Impacts 

(M$) 

Business 

Tax 

Impacts 

(M$) 

Food & Kindred Products 

Distribution 
82,284 6,158 1,449 8,185 97,288 5,151 3,330 1,219 602 

Agricultural Inputs & 

Services 
17,097 1,188 682 1,932 22,358 1,040 750 237 53 

Crop, Livestock, Forestry 

& Fisheries Production 
8,056 1,113 841 2,101 15,459 1,485 797 630 58 

Nature-based Recreation 3,866 319 257 668 6,461 425 278 125 22 

Food & Kindred Products 

Manufacturing 
3,806 1,718 1,208 2,957 11,898 1,058 622 360 76 

Mining 2,488 521 391 814 4,486 272 205 49 18 

Forest Products 

Manufacturing 
719 151 44 194 1,026 73 48 21 4 

Grand Total 118,316 11,167 4,872 16,850 158,976 9,504 6,029 2,642 833 

Employment includes fulltime and part-time jobs. 

Source: IMPLAN Group, LLC 

 

 

Figure 12. Employment contributions by agriculture, natural resources and food industry groups in Palm Beach 

County, Florida, 2014 

 

Source: IMPLAN Group LLC 
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Figure 13. Industry output (revenue) contributions in agriculture, natural resources and food industry groups in 

Palm Beach County, Florida, 2014 

 

Source: IMPLAN Group LLC 

 

 

Figure 14. Gross Domestic Product contributions in agriculture, natural resources and food industry groups in 

Palm Beach County, Florida, 2014 

 

Source: IMPLAN Group LLC 
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Figure 15. Domestic and international exports by agriculture, natural resources and food industry groups in 

Palm Beach County, Florida, 2014 

 

Source: IMPLAN Group LLC 
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Table 12. Detailed summary of economic contributions of agriculture, natural resources and food industry 

groups and sectors in Palm Beach County, Florida in 2014 (sectors sorted by direct employment within 

industry groups) 

Industry Group / Sector 

Direct 
Employ-

ment 

(fulltime, 
part-time 

jobs) 

Direct 

Industry 

Output  
(M$) 

Domestic 
and 

Inter-

national 
Exports  

(M$) 

Output 
Impacts 

(M$) 

Employ-
ment 

Impacts 

(fulltime, 
part-time 

jobs) 

Value 

Added 

Impacts  
(M$) 

Labor 

Income 

Impacts  
(M$) 

Property 

Income 

Impacts 
(M$) 

Business 

Tax 

Impacts 
(M$) 

Crop, Livestock, Forestry & 

Fisheries Production 
8,056 1,112.7 841.3 2,101.2 15,459 1,484.7 796.9 630.2 57.6 

Support activities for agriculture 

and forestry 
2,479 162.5 150.1 341.3 3,800 242.6 150.0 82.0 10.5 

Sugarcane and sugar beet farming 2,176 357.4 217.2 615.1 4,125 379.9 218.2 147.2 14.5 

Vegetable and melon farming 1,408 355.7 296.3 704.0 4,012 550.3 264.1 266.7 19.4 

Greenhouse, nursery, and 
floriculture production 

1,133 163.2 117.0 305.7 2,198 230.4 126.9 95.7 7.8 

Commercial fishing 470 14.3 14.3 30.5 592 15.9 8.2 4.5 3.2 

Fruit farming 97 8.5 6.1 15.7 152 12.6 6.1 5.9 0.5 

Animal production, except cattle 

and poultry and eggs 
88 15.2 9.2 25.4 164 20.1 8.5 10.8 0.7 

Commercial logging 81 4.5 0.7 5.0 85 1.4 1.0 0.2 0.2 

Forestry, forest products, and 

timber tract production 
36 2.6 2.6 5.4 63 2.7 1.8 0.7 0.2 

Beef cattle ranching and farming, 
including feedlots and dual-

purpose ranching and farming 

28 6.2 6.0 10.7 62 5.8 2.6 2.8 0.5 

Commercial hunting and trapping 25 7.0 7.0 14.4 80 10.9 3.4 7.0 0.5 

Grain farming 17 10.0 10.0 17.8 75 6.3 3.2 3.9 -0.8 

Dairy cattle and milk production 12 5.2 4.6 9.3 43 5.5 2.6 2.7 0.2 

All other crop farming 4 0.4 0.4 0.9 7 0.5 0.3 0.1 0.0 

Agricultural Inputs & Services 17,097 1,188.2 682.1 1,931.8 22,358 1,040.0 749.5 237.0 53.5 

Landscape and horticultural 
services 

12,151 609.7 370.1 1,070.6 15,553 675.1 493.3 154.1 27.7 

Pest control services 2,819 97.3 38.0 149.2 3,214 92.6 76.8 12.5 3.3 

Veterinary services 1,879 188.5 47.3 251.8 2,337 137.9 105.3 26.3 6.3 

Nitrogenous fertilizer 

manufacturing 
153 218.9 195.0 359.3 990 104.5 55.5 35.3 13.7 

Farm machinery and equipment 

manufacturing 
42 22.1 6.0 26.2 70 4.6 2.9 1.1 0.6 

Fertilizer mixing 30 21.8 0.0 21.8 30 8.0 5.1 2.5 0.4 

Pesticide and other agricultural 
chemical manufacturing 

21 28.6 25.4 51.4 160 17.0 10.2 5.1 1.6 

Lawn and garden equipment 

manufacturing 
2 1.2 0.4 1.5 4 0.3 0.2 0.1 0.0 

Mining  2,487 521.3 390.5 813.4 4,485 272.2 205.1 49.4 17.7 

Extraction of natural gas and 

crude petroleum 
1,792 339.8 339.8 575.1 3,395 201.0 155.7 33.3 12.0 

Drilling oil and gas wells 243 54.9 0.0 54.9 243 10.0 9.6 -0.3 0.7 

Stone mining and quarrying 127 18.1 18.1 38.5 268 17.3 10.6 5.1 1.5 

Sand and gravel mining 111 21.9 21.2 45.4 270 22.5 11.8 9.0 1.6 

Support activities for oil and gas 
operations 

101 15.3 1.0 16.7 110 9.9 8.4 0.9 0.7 

Extraction of natural gas liquids 71 60.2 0.0 60.2 71 -1.3 2.6 -4.4 0.4 

Other clay, ceramic, refractory 

minerals mining 
43 10.9 10.1 22.3 124 12.6 6.3 5.7 0.6 
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Industry Group / Sector 

Direct 

Employ-

ment 

(fulltime, 

part-time 

jobs) 

Direct 

Industry 

Output  

(M$) 

Domestic 

and 

Inter-

national 

Exports  

(M$) 

Output 

Impacts 

(M$) 

Employ-

ment 

Impacts 

(fulltime, 

part-time 

jobs) 

Value 

Added 

Impacts  

(M$) 

Labor 

Income 

Impacts  

(M$) 

Property 

Income 

Impacts 

(M$) 

Business 

Tax 

Impacts 

(M$) 

Other nonmetallic minerals 
services 

2 0.2 0.2 0.4 3 0.2 0.1 0.0 0.0 

Food & Kindred Products 

Manufacturing  
3,806 1,717.8 1,208.0 2,957.0 11,898 1,058.2 621.8 360.5 76.0 

Bread and bakery product, except 

frozen, manufacturing 
1,665 179.5 3.0 182.8 1,687 65.8 47.0 8.9 9.9 

Sugar cane mills and refining 885 917.0 862.5 1,873.5 7,195 751.1 426.9 280.8 43.4 

All other food manufacturing 329 100.0 18.1 115.9 434 23.8 17.5 5.4 1.0 

Ice cream and frozen dessert 
manufacturing 

172 57.6 23.9 76.2 288 20.0 12.4 6.6 1.0 

Bottled and canned soft drinks & 

water 
97 75.6 69.8 147.8 515 51.6 31.2 16.7 3.8 

Frozen specialties manufacturing 78 23.3 21.6 37.7 169 10.8 7.0 2.9 0.9 

Frozen cakes and other pastries 

manufacturing 
61 8.8 1.1 9.9 68 3.5 2.2 0.7 0.5 

Frozen fruits, juices and 
vegetables manufacturing 

61 25.8 24.5 51.7 229 20.2 12.4 6.3 1.6 

Meat processed from carcasses 57 25.2 0.9 25.5 59 1.9 1.3 0.4 0.2 

Confectionery manufacturing 

from purchased chocolate 
49 13.5 11.8 22.5 107 7.3 4.6 2.2 0.5 

Seafood product preparation and 

packaging 
45 12.1 2.2 13.5 55 1.5 1.1 0.3 0.1 

Mayonnaise, dressing, and sauce 
manufacturing 

42 23.1 3.0 24.9 53 3.8 2.3 1.3 0.2 

Coffee and tea manufacturing 41 22.4 3.7 25.6 63 5.4 3.3 1.9 0.2 

Flavoring syrup and concentrate 

manufacturing 
38 66.8 39.0 89.7 178 14.6 8.7 4.7 1.2 

Breweries 36 28.4 26.0 51.0 185 20.2 10.8 6.1 3.2 

Manufactured ice 26 3.4 3.3 8.1 60 3.6 3.6 -0.3 0.3 

Other snack food manufacturing 23 13.0 13.0 22.7 82 6.6 3.9 2.1 0.6 

Cheese manufacturing 19 17.9 0.8 18.3 21 2.0 1.4 0.6 0.0 

Distilleries 16 15.6 15.0 30.9 126 15.7 7.2 4.4 4.2 

Dog and cat food manufacturing 14 15.7 13.7 22.9 60 4.6 2.8 1.5 0.4 

Dry pasta, mixes, and dough 

manufacturing 
12 5.0 0.3 5.2 13 0.5 0.3 0.1 0.0 

Spice and extract manufacturing 10 5.0 0.3 5.3 12 0.7 0.6 0.1 0.0 

Rice milling 9 8.4 7.8 14.3 46 4.0 2.4 1.2 0.4 

Soybean and other oilseed 
processing 

9 45.5 41.1 70.5 169 16.2 9.6 4.9 1.7 

Wineries 7 1.8 1.6 3.4 18 1.3 0.9 0.3 0.1 

Fluid milk manufacturing 3 2.2 0.0 2.2 3 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.0 

Tobacco product manufacturing 3 5.2 0.0 5.2 3 1.2 0.4 0.3 0.5 

Forest Products Manufacturing 718 150.3 43.3 193.4 1,025 72.5 47.6 21.2 3.7 

Other millwork, including 

flooring 
220 44.1 14.2 60.0 337 27.1 17.2 8.8 1.1 

Engineered wood member and 

truss manufacturing 
155 26.9 6.5 33.5 200 10.2 8.2 1.2 0.8 

Wood windows and door 
manufacturing 

129 26.6 0.3 26.9 132 9.3 6.2 2.8 0.2 

All other miscellaneous wood 

product manufacturing 
108 19.3 6.0 25.9 156 10.8 6.5 3.9 0.4 

Veneer and plywood 

manufacturing 
47 12.7 0.7 13.6 54 3.5 2.5 0.8 0.3 
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Industry Group / Sector 

Direct 

Employ-

ment 

(fulltime, 

part-time 

jobs) 

Direct 

Industry 

Output  

(M$) 

Domestic 

and 

Inter-

national 

Exports  

(M$) 

Output 

Impacts 

(M$) 

Employ-

ment 

Impacts 

(fulltime, 

part-time 

jobs) 

Value 

Added 

Impacts  

(M$) 

Labor 

Income 

Impacts  

(M$) 

Property 

Income 

Impacts 

(M$) 

Business 

Tax 

Impacts 

(M$) 

Wood container and pallet 
manufacturing 

27 3.4 0.1 3.5 28 1.1 0.9 0.2 0.0 

Paper mills 9 6.7 6.7 13.0 51 4.8 2.8 1.6 0.5 

Sanitary paper product 

manufacturing 
7 5.4 5.2 9.0 31 3.1 1.6 1.3 0.2 

Paperboard container 

manufacturing 
6 2.6 2.6 4.5 20 1.6 1.0 0.4 0.1 

Sawmills 5 1.4 0.3 1.8 9 0.5 0.4 0.1 0.0 

Cut stock, resawing lumber, and 
planing 

3 0.7 0.0 0.7 3 0.2 0.1 0.0 0.0 

Paper bag and coated and treated 

paper manufacturing 
2 0.6 0.6 1.0 4 0.3 0.2 0.1 0.0 

Food & Kindred Products 

Distribution  
82,284 6,157.9 1,449.5 8,184.6 97,288 5,151.1 3,330.0 1,218.8 602.3 

Full-service restaurants 31,514 1,549.8 556.7 2,311.4 37,085 1,384.3 1,135.2 115.2 133.9 

Limited-service restaurants 19,544 1,721.4 142.4 1,897.6 20,826 1,146.3 503.0 532.8 110.5 

Retail - Food and beverage stores 15,754 1,038.3 222.3 1,359.1 18,141 898.8 588.2 198.7 111.8 

All other food and drinking places 10,022 489.2 76.5 594.9 10,807 396.1 359.3 -14.5 51.3 

Wholesale trade, food & kindred 
products 

5,014 1,317.7 451.6 1,980.0 9,993 1,298.9 727.1 381.4 190.4 

Retail lawn and garden centers 437 41.6 0.0 41.6 437 26.7 17.2 5.2 4.4 

Nature-based Recreation 3,866 318.6 257.5 668.3 6,461 425.2 277.9 124.8 22.4 

Golf courses 3,858 317.9 256.9 666.8 6,446 424.2 277.3 124.6 22.4 

Recreational fishing and hunting 

guides 
9 0.7 0.6 1.5 15 1.0 0.6 0.3 0.1 

Grand Total 118,315 11,166.8 4,872.1 16,849.7 158,972 9,503.9 6,028.9 2,641.8 833.1 

Source: IMPLAN Group LLC 
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Trends in Industry Group Economic Contributions, 2001-14 

Changes in employment and output contributions by the agriculture-food industry groups between 2001 and 

2014 are presented in Figures 16-19. Total output or sales contributions increased by 42% over the period, in 

constant dollar terms, while employment contributions grew by 23%, although there were noticeable declines 

during the 2007-2009 recession that lingered through 2010-11. The industry groups with the largest growth in 

employment contributions during this period were Nature-Based Recreation (496%) and Mining (228%), 

although these groups were relatively small (Figure 18). Growth in employment for Nature-Based recreation is 

attributed to golf courses. Employment contributions for Food and Kindred Products Distribution grew by 45%, 

and Agricultural Inputs and Services grew by 37%, while Crop-Livestock-Forestry-Fisheries Production 

declined by 44%, and Forest Products Manufacturing declined 30%. 

In terms of output (sales), Food and Kindred Products Distribution output contributions grew by 60%, Food and 

Kindred Products Manufacturing grew 13%, and Agricultural Inputs and Services grew 88%, while Crop, 

Livestock, Forestry and Fisheries Production declined 11% and Forest Product Manufacturing declined 20% 

during 2011-14. Again, Nature-Based Recreation and Mining had exceptionally high growth in output 

contributions (531% and 130%, respectively), though this was from a relatively small base (Figure 19).  

Gross Domestic Product contributions of agriculture-food industry groups grew by 40% during 2001-14, again 

lead by Food and Kindred Products Distribution (70%) and Agricultural Inputs and Services (54%), as shown in 

Figure 20. 

 

Figure 16. Trends in direct employment and total employment contributions of agriculture, natural resources 

and food industries in Palm Beach County, Florida, 2001-14 

 

Source: IMPLAN Group LLC. Note: data not available for 2003 and 2005. 
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Figure 17. Trends in direct industry output and total output contributions of agriculture, natural resources and 

food industries in Palm Beach County, Florida, 2001-14 

 

Source: IMPLAN Group LLC 

 

 

Figure 18. Trends in employment contributions of agriculture, natural resources and food industry groups in 

Palm Beach County, Florida, 2001-14 

 

Source: IMPLAN Group LLC 
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Figure 19. Trends in output contributions of agriculture, natural resources and food industry groups in Palm 

Beach County, Florida, 2001-14 

 
Source: IMPLAN Group LLC 

 

 

 

Figure 20. Trends in Gross Domestic Product contributions of agriculture, natural resources and food industry 

groups in Palm Beach County, Florida, 2001-14 

 

Source: IMPLAN Group LLC 
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Food and Fiber Commodity Group Economic Contributions in 2014 

Similar to the results presented for all Agriculture-Food industries, Table 13 and Figures 21-22 present 

economic contributions for food and fiber commodity groups, which represent a subset and recombination of 

agricultural-food industry sectors that shows the linkage of production, manufacturing, services, and 

distribution activities for significant food and fiber commodities. These groups include Environmental 

Horticulture, Sugarcane Farming-Refining-Confections, Fruit and Vegetable Farming-Processing, Forestry-

Forest Product Manufacturing, Fishing-Seafood Products, Livestock Farming-Animal Products Manufacturing, 

and Grain and Oilseed Farming-Processing. 

The largest Food and Fiber commodity groups in terms of employment contribution in Palm Beach County in 

2014 was Environmental Horticulture, including the sectors Greenhouse, Nursery and Floriculture Production, 

Landscape and Horticultural Services, and Retail Lawn and Garden Centers, that generated 18,188 jobs (Table 

13, Figure 21). The second largest employment contributing commodity group was Sugarcane Farming-

Refining with 11,427 jobs, followed by Fruit and Vegetable Farming-Processing (4,393 jobs), and Forestry-

Forest Product Manufacturing (1,174 jobs).  

The largest commodity groups in terms of output contributions in 2014 were Sugarcane Farming-Refining 

($2.51 billion), followed by Environmental Horticulture ($1.42 billion), and Fruit and Vegetable Farming-

Processing ($771 million) as shown in Figure 22. The largest commodity groups in terms of value added (GDP) 

contribution were also Sugarcane Farming-Refining ($1.14 billion), Environmental Horticulture ($932 million), 

and Fruit and Vegetable Farming-Processing ($583 million) (Figure 23). In terms of labor income contributions, 

Sugarcane Farming-Refining generated $650 million, followed closely by Environmental Horticulture ($637 

million) (Figure 24). In terms of business taxes on production and imports, Sugarcane Farming-Refining 

generated $58 million, Environmental Horticulture generated $40 million, and Fruit and Vegetable Farming-

Processing generated $22 million. 
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Figure 21. Employment contributions of food and fiber commodity groups in Palm Beach County, Florida, 

2014 

 

Source: IMPLAN Group LLC 

 

 

Figure 22. Industry output (revenue) contributions of food and fiber commodity groups in Palm Beach County, 

Florida, 2014 

 

Source: IMPLAN Group LLC 
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Table 13. Summary of economic contributions of food and fiber commodity groups and sectors in Palm Beach 

County, Florida, 2014 

Commodity Group / Sector 

Direct 

Employ-
ment 

(Jobs) 

Direct 

Industry 
Output  

(M$) 

Domestic 
and Inter-

national 

Exports  
(M$) 

Output 

Impacts 

(M$) 

Employ-

ment 
Impacts 

(Jobs) 

Value 

Added 
Impacts  

(M$) 

Labor 

Income 
Impacts  

(M$) 

Property 

Income 
Impacts 

(M$) 

Business 

Tax 
Impacts 

(M$) 

Environmental Horticulture  13,721 814.5 487.1 1,417.9 18,188 932.3 637.4 255.0 39.9 

Landscape and horticultural 

services 
12,151 609.7 370.1 1,070.6 15,553 675.1 493.3 154.1 27.7 

Greenhouse, nursery, and 

floriculture production 
1,133 163.2 117.0 305.7 2,198 230.4 126.9 95.7 7.8 

Retail lawn and garden centers 437 41.6 0.0 41.6 437 26.7 17.2 5.2 4.4 

Sugarcane Farming, Refined 

Sugar & Confections 
3,110 1,287.9 1,091.4 2,511.1 11,427 1,138.3 649.7 430.2 58.4 

Sugarcane and sugar beet farming 2,176 357.4 217.2 615.1 4,125 379.9 218.2 147.2 14.5 

Sugar cane mills and refining 885 917.0 862.5 1,873.5 7,195 751.1 426.9 280.8 43.4 

Confectionery manufacturing from 

purchased chocolate 
49 13.5 11.8 22.5 107 7.3 4.6 2.2 0.5 

Fruit & Vegetable Farming & 

Processing 
1,567 390.0 326.9 771.4 4,393 583.1 282.6 279.0 21.5 

Vegetable and melon farming 1,408 355.7 296.3 704.0 4,012 550.3 264.1 266.7 19.4 

Fruit farming 97 8.5 6.1 15.7 152 12.6 6.1 5.9 0.5 

Frozen fruits, juices and vegetables 
manufacturing 

61 25.8 24.5 51.7 229 20.2 12.4 6.3 1.6 

Forestry & Forest Product 

Manufacturing  
836 157.4 46.5 203.9 1,172 76.6 50.4 22.1 4.1 

Other millwork, including flooring 220 44.1 14.2 60.0 337 27.1 17.2 8.8 1.1 

Engineered wood member and truss 

manufacturing 
155 26.9 6.5 33.5 200 10.2 8.2 1.2 0.8 

Wood windows and door 
manufacturing 

129 26.6 0.3 26.9 132 9.3 6.2 2.8 0.2 

All other miscellaneous wood 

product manufacturing 
108 19.3 6.0 25.9 156 10.8 6.5 3.9 0.4 

Commercial logging 81 4.5 0.7 5.0 85 1.4 1.0 0.2 0.2 

Veneer and plywood 

manufacturing 
47 12.7 0.7 13.6 54 3.5 2.5 0.8 0.3 

Forestry, forest products, and 
timber tract production 

36 2.6 2.6 5.4 63 2.7 1.8 0.7 0.2 

Wood container and pallet 

manufacturing 
27 3.4 0.1 3.5 28 1.1 0.9 0.2 0.0 

Paper mills 9 6.7 6.7 13.0 51 4.8 2.8 1.6 0.5 

Sanitary paper product 

manufacturing 
7 5.4 5.2 9.0 31 3.1 1.6 1.3 0.2 

Paperboard container 
manufacturing 

6 2.6 2.6 4.5 20 1.6 1.0 0.4 0.1 

Sawmills 5 1.4 0.3 1.8 9 0.5 0.4 0.1 0.0 

Cut stock, resawing lumber, and 

planing 
3 0.7 0.0 0.7 3 0.2 0.1 0.0 0.0 

Paper bag and coated and treated 

paper manufacturing 
2 0.6 0.6 1.0 4 0.3 0.2 0.1 0.0 

Fishing & Seafood Products 516 26.4 16.5 43.9 647 17.4 9.3 4.7 3.4 

Commercial fishing 470 14.3 14.3 30.5 592 15.9 8.2 4.5 3.2 

Seafood product preparation and 
packaging 

45 12.1 2.2 13.5 55 1.5 1.1 0.3 0.1 

Livestock Farming & Animal 

Products Manufacturing  
379 129.5 45.3 167.6 640 55.4 28.9 23.9 2.7 

Ice cream and frozen dessert 

manufacturing 
172 57.6 23.9 76.2 288 20.0 12.4 6.6 1.0 

Animal production, except cattle 
and poultry and eggs 

88 15.2 9.2 25.4 164 20.1 8.5 10.8 0.7 

Meat processed from carcasses 57 25.2 0.9 25.5 59 1.9 1.3 0.4 0.2 

Beef cattle ranching and farming, 

including feedlots and dual-
purpose ranching and farming 

28 6.2 6.0 10.7 62 5.8 2.6 2.8 0.5 

Cheese manufacturing 19 17.9 0.8 18.3 21 2.0 1.4 0.6 0.0 
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Commodity Group / Sector 

Direct 

Employ-

ment 

(Jobs) 

Direct 

Industry 

Output  

(M$) 

Domestic 

and Inter-
national 

Exports  

(M$) 

Output 
Impacts 

(M$) 

Employ-

ment 

Impacts 

(Jobs) 

Value 

Added 

Impacts  

(M$) 

Labor 

Income 

Impacts  

(M$) 

Property 

Income 

Impacts 

(M$) 

Business 

Tax 

Impacts 

(M$) 

Dairy cattle and milk production 12 5.2 4.6 9.3 43 5.5 2.6 2.7 0.2 

Fluid milk manufacturing 3 2.2 0.0 2.2 3 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.0 

Grain & Oilseed Farming & 

Processing 
35 63.9 58.8 102.5 291 26.5 15.2 10.0 1.3 

Grain farming 17 10.0 10.0 17.8 75 6.3 3.2 3.9 -0.8 

Rice milling 9 8.4 7.8 14.3 46 4.0 2.4 1.2 0.4 

Soybean and other oilseed 
processing 

9 45.5 41.1 70.5 169 16.2 9.6 4.9 1.7 

Source: Implan Group LLC 
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Economic Contributions by Individual Industry Sectors, 2001-14 

Employment and output contributions of individual sectors within the Agriculture-Food industry in Palm Beach 

County in 2014 and trends over the 2001 to 2014 period are presented in Tables 14-15 and Figures 25-26. The 

Food Services and Drinking Places sector had the largest employment contribution in 2014 (68,718 jobs), and 

grew 61% during 2001-14, declining only during the recession years of 2008-2010 (Table 14). Retail Food and 

Beverage Stores and Landscape Services sectors had employment contributions of 18,141 and 15,553 jobs, 

respectively. Sugar Manufacturing and Sugarcane Farming contributed 7,195 and 4,125 jobs, respectively, in 

2014, but declined by 61% and 35% since 2001 due to international competition, industry consolidation, 

automation, and mechanization. The sector Support Activities for Agriculture and Forestry also showed a large 

decline in employment contributions (-63%), possibly related to Sugar Farming. On the other hand, large 

increases in employment contributions were observed in Golf Courses (38%), Bread and Bakery Product 

Manufacturing (20%), and Extraction of Oil and Natural Gas (15%). Figure 25 displays the employment 

contributions of the largest production and service agriculture-food industry sectors, i.e. excluding Food 

Distribution sectors. Landscape Services and Extraction of Oil and Natural Gas showed noticeable increases, 

while both Sugar Farming and Manufacturing sectors and Support Activities for Agriculture showed noticeable 

declines. 

In terms of trends in output contributions for individual industry sectors during 2011-14, large increases were 

observed for Food Services and Drinking Places (73%), Fertilizer manufacturing (27x), Golf Course (6x), 

Extraction of Oil and Natural Gas (2x). Wholesale Trade in Food and Kindred Products (56%), Landscape 

Services (45%), and Vegetable and Melon Farming (54%), as shown in Table 15. Notable declines in output 

contributions over the period occurred for Sugarcane and Sugar Beet Farming (-27%), Support Activities for 

Agriculture and Forestry (-30%), Greenhouse, Nursery, and Floriculture Production (-36%), and Soft Drink and 

Ice Manufacturing (-47%). Output contributions over time for the largest Agriculture-Food production and 

services industry sectors, excluding the Food Distribution, are illustrated in Figure 26. Although highly cyclical, 

Sugar Manufacturing output in 2014 is similar to output levels in 2001, reflecting increased domestic and world 

sugar commodity prices. Landscape Services, Extraction of Oil and Natural Gas, Fertilizer Manufacturing and 

Golf Courses all showed noticeable increases in output contributions over the period, while Sugarcane Farming 

declined. 
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Table 14. Employment contributions of specific agriculture-food industry sectors in Palm Beach County, 

Florida, 2001-14 

Sector 2001 2002 2004 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 

Percent 

Change 

2001-14 

Food services and 

drinking places 
42,795 42,899 48,340 46,963 51,585 50,861 50,129 50,513 53,305 61,145 64,770 68,718 60.6% 

Retail Stores - 

Food and 

beverage 

16,584 16,551 15,078 15,452 15,660 15,108 14,615 14,887 16,105 17,768 17,442 18,141 9.4% 

Landscape 

services 
12,175 13,289 13,333 13,312 13,670 14,066 17,943 15,620 14,668 16,683 15,191 15,553 27.7% 

Sugar 

manufacturing 
11,084 15,582 17,527 12,719 13,239 7,320 13,276 8,507 6,207 9,566 10,705 7,195 -35.1% 

Sugarcane and 

sugar beet 

farming 

10,587 17,019 17,148 11,508 13,259 11,895 9,153 9,467 8,062 10,358 5,510 4,125 -61.0% 

Wholesale trade, 

food & kindred 

products 

7,227 7,148 9,162 10,348 9,326 8,589 11,897 9,420 6,913 10,184 11,458 9,993 38.3% 

Support activities 

for agriculture 

and forestry 

10,378 7,924 8,157 9,227 8,622 7,676 4,547 4,143 4,336 6,258 6,854 3,800 -63.4% 

Vegetable and 

melon farming 
2,867 4,161 4,364 4,523 4,399 2,713 4,591 5,161 2,442 3,565 4,663 4,012 39.9% 

Pest control 

services 
2,570 2,805 2,814 2,810 2,885 2,969 3,787 3,297 3,096 3,521 1,660 3,214 25.1% 

Golf courses 1,077 1,670 2,401 2,141 1,424 1,344 1,552 1,653 1,148 1,424 5,087 6,446 498.4% 

Veterinary 

services 
1,548 1,890 1,690 2,321 3,055 2,093 2,161 1,886 1,874 2,076 2,573 2,337 51.0% 

Greenhouse, 

nursery, and 

floriculture 

production 

2,659 2,061 2,045 2,141 2,147 976 1,690 1,774 898 1,494 1,825 2,198 -17.3% 

Extraction of oil 

and natural gas 
1,163 30 281 24 40 451 112 5,246 2,488 3,724 2,309 3,466 198.1% 

Soft drink and ice 

manufacturing 
1,287 1,705 1,625 2,122 610 323 871 694 402 517 694 574 -55.4% 

Bread and bakery 

product 

manufacturing 

489 729 624 504 442 386 271 279 320 315 1,381 1,756 259.4% 

Retail lawn and 

garden centers 
568 672 636 747 677 669 569 539 553 566 670 437 -23.0% 

Data not available for years 2003 and 2005.  

Source: Implan Group LLC. 
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Table 15. Output contributions of specific agriculture-food industry sectors in Palm Beach County, Florida, 

2001-14 

Sector 2001 2002 2004 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 

Percent 

Change 

2001-14 

Food services 

and drinking 

places 

2,781.9 2,384.7 3,171.0 3,168.5 3,666.3 3,578.0 3,704.1 3,346.4 3,750.8 4,675.1 4,623.0 4,803.9 72.7% 

Sugar 

manufacturing 
1,931.4 2,167.9 2,558.5 1,989.1 2,166.5 1,513.4 2,424.5 1,683.6 1,347.4 1,977.6 2,519.6 1,873.5 -3.0% 

Wholesale trade, 

food & 

kindred 

products 

1,272.1 1,276.3 1,633.4 1,885.2 1,778.2 1,801.9 2,190.8 1,559.0 1,261.6 1,909.8 2,086.8 1,980.0 55.6% 

Retail Stores - 

Food and 

beverage 

1,024.3 945.2 1,000.7 1,032.5 999.1 1,104.4 972.4 893.3 1,041.2 1,267.1 1,344.3 1,359.1 32.7% 

Landscape 

services 
737.3 909.3 1,028.7 1,053.0 1,061.0 910.6 1,313.8 1,183.5 919.3 1,168.4 1,139.7 1,070.6 45.2% 

Vegetable and 

melon 

farming 

457.9 736.7 872.3 839.0 743.8 696.3 878.0 1,027.1 654.6 794.9 798.1 704.0 53.7% 

Sugarcane and 

sugar beet 

farming 

838.5 858.0 814.0 519.6 575.8 442.4 423.7 719.8 473.2 747.5 809.8 615.1 -26.6% 

Support 

activities for 

agriculture 

and forestry 

486.2 417.6 440.1 431.1 311.3 263.5 231.9 242.9 177.5 391.1 493.6 341.3 -29.8% 

Greenhouse, 

nursery, and 

floriculture 

production 

475.9 373.1 367.7 382.0 372.5 224.5 315.0 354.6 238.2 326.7 304.7 305.7 -35.8% 

Extraction of oil 

and natural 

gas 

312.5 30.2 87.9 8.9 15.7 197.3 28.9 689.4 509.8 591.1 324.9 635.3 103.3% 

Soft drink and 

ice 

manufacturing 

291.6 364.3 442.8 568.9 198.9 133.5 274.0 210.8 165.3 169.8 185.2 155.9 -46.5% 

Golf courses 105.3 196.7 288.1 255.0 144.9 208.3 169.4 161.7 105.9 140.1 452.9 666.8 533.4% 

Pest control 

services 
155.6 191.9 217.1 222.2 223.9 192.2 277.3 249.8 194.0 246.6 104.0 149.2 -4.1% 

Fertilizer 

manufacturing 
14.3 22.7 31.2 36.7 65.6 130.7 287.5 122.7 177.1 331.9 423.6 381.1 2567.9% 

Veterinary 

services 
119.3 161.6 139.6 197.1 321.0 180.1 142.7 114.0 134.0 166.4 196.2 251.8 111.1% 

Bread and 

bakery 

product 

manufacturing 

76.7 94.1 94.6 83.1 68.6 60.4 41.6 44.9 51.8 56.0 151.3 192.7 151.2% 

Data not available for years 2003 and 2005. 

Source: IMPLAN Group LLC. 
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Figure 23. Employment contributions of the top ten agriculture-food industry sectors in Palm Beach County, 

Florida, 2014 

 

Source: IMPLAN Group LLC 

 

 

Figure 24. Industry output contributions of the top ten agriculture-food industry sectors in Palm Beach County, 

Florida, 2014 

 

Source: IMPLAN Group LLC 

 

 

 














