
2026 Florida Agriculture Policy Outlook Conference 
Graduate Student Poster Competition  
Agricultural policies have broad effects across many spheres, with important 
consequences for stakeholders including the agricultural industry, natural resource 
management organizations, policymakers, researchers, and the public. Graduate 
students often seek careers where they are tasked with evaluating policy issues and 
effectively communicating their analyses to policymakers and stakeholders.  

Therefore, UF’s Food Resource Economics Department will be hosting a graduate 
student poster competition at the Agricultural Policy Outlook Conference on April 16th, 
2026, at the UF/IFAS Mid-Florida Research & Education Center in Apopka, FL. This 
competition provides graduate students with an opportunity to gain experience in 
communicating policy issues to a broad audience and in poster creation. 

Entries should address a current agricultural policy issue and can be based on the 
graduate student's ongoing research. The topic should be relevant for Florida 
agriculture, food, or natural resources, though it may be explored at the federal, state, 
and/or local level. 

Objectives for Participants 
● Evaluate a relevant agricultural, food, or resource policy issue at the local, state, 

or federal level. 
● Provide a professional poster that addresses a policy-relevant research question 

clearly and concisely. 

Participant Eligibility 
Participants must be enrolled as graduate students at the University of Florida.  

Competition Information 
The topic and format of the poster is open for the participant to choose, but it must be 
policy-relevant for Florida. Specific written justification for the topic’s connection to 
policy should be included somewhere on the poster. 

There is no required poster size, although 36”(H) x 48”(W) is recommended. The poster 
must be printed for display at the conference. 



The participant's job is not to convince policymakers/stakeholders to take a particular 
position or vote a certain way but rather to evaluate, gather, and present the necessary 
information and analysis to support an informed decision on the issue.  

Preliminary Timeline 
Friday, April 10th, 2026: Registration applications due 

Tuesday, April 14th, 2026: Physical posters submitted to Hope Nelson in MCCA 1197 

Thursday, April 16th, 2026: Ag Policy Outlook Conference (Mid-Florida Research & 
Education Center, 2725 S Binion Rd, Apopka, FL, 32703, 9:00am – 4:00pm) 

Registration Information & Deadline 
Applications should be submitted via email to Hope Nelson (hope.nelson@ufl.edu). The 
application should include: 

● The participant's name and contact information 
● Their advisor’s name and contact information 
● The title of the poster 
● A brief summary of the poster (200 words or fewer) 

Applications must be submitted no later than midnight ET on April 10th, 2026. 

All participants must register as student in-person attendees for the Agricultural Policy 
Outlook Conference. A $40 registration fee is required, typically paid by the student’s 
advisor. 

Conference & Presentation 
Participants will have their posters displayed throughout the duration of the conference. 
There will be dedicated time during the breaks for attendees to view the posters and ask 
questions.  

While participants will not be required to give a formal presentation, they should be 
prepared to answer questions and discuss their poster and research with a variety of 
individuals and stakeholders. Participants should wear business casual attire during the 
conference. 

mailto:hope.nelson@ufl.edu
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/11th-annual-florida-agricultural-policy-outlook-conference-tickets-1980475738246?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=listing&utm-source=cp&aff=ebdsshcopyurl
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/11th-annual-florida-agricultural-policy-outlook-conference-tickets-1980475738246?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=listing&utm-source=cp&aff=ebdsshcopyurl


The competition winners will be decided by a panel of judges selected from conference 
speakers and attendees based on the criteria below. Winners (1st, 2nd, & 3rd place) will 
be announced during the closing remarks of the conference. 

Criteria for Judging 
1. The participant clearly defines the topic and ties it to agricultural, food or natural 

resource policy. The participant provides background and supporting research on 
the topic. 

2. The participant integrates knowledge and research from various sources and 
provides a clear, concise summary of the issue. 

3. The participant uses formal but non-technical language that is easily accessible 
to policymakers and stakeholders, and the poster is free of grammatical 
mistakes. 

4. The poster is formatted clearly and is visually attractive. 
5. The participant is able to clearly communicate their topic to an audience with 

varying backgrounds and levels of familiarity with the topic. 

Awards 
The top three competitors will be recognized during the closing remarks of the 
conference. They will each receive a certificate and a cash prize. Cash prizes are as 
follows: 

First place: $500 
Second place: $300 
Third place: $200 

Additional Resources 
Creating a poster in Powerpoint: Poster_Powerpoint_AgEcon_Search.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

Adapted from the AAEA GSS & C-FARE 2024 Policy Communications Competition 

https://www.aaea.org/UserFiles/file/Poster_Powerpoint_AgEcon_Search.pdf
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