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Dr. J. Scott Angle is the Vice President for Agriculture and Natural
Resources at UF/IFAS and is a national leader in developing the
science that supports food production and management of natural
resources. As chief executive of the University of Florida’s Institute of
Food and Agricultural Sciences (UF/IFAS), one of the nation’s leading
land-grant institutions, he champions public agricultural and
environmental science as a path to improve lives and reduce human
suffering. His accomplished career in government, non-profit
international development, and academia informs an approach to
leadership based on service, partnership, and drive for impact. An
innovator who holds seven patents, Angle has successfully guided
multiple organizations through budget shortfalls and other challenges.
Dr. Angle leads nearly 2,300 employees who work in all 67 Florida
counties. UF/IFAS encompasses the College of Agricultural and Life
Sciences, the Florida Cooperative Extension Service, and the Florida
Agricultural Experiment Station.

LISA HOUSE, PH.D.
Dr. Lisa House is Chair of and a Professor in the Food and Resource
Economics Department at the University of Florida. She serves as
Director of the Florida Agricultural Market Research Center. Dr. House
holds a teaching and research appointment. She teaches classes in
food and agribusiness marketing and management, survey research
for economists, and comparative world agriculture. Her research
interests focus on consumer preferences and demand for food
products. Dr. House earned her B.S. in Food and Resource Economics
from the University of Florida, followed by M.S. and Ph.D. degrees in
Agricultural Economics from Kansas State University.

JOHN WALT BOATRIGHT
John Walt Boatright is Director of National Affairs at Florida Farm
Bureau Federation. John Walt joined Florida Farm Bureau in May 2017
as the lead staff on federal issues affecting Florida agriculture. These
include trade, labor, sugar, and Farm Bill policies. In this role, John Walt
manages congressional affairs for Florida Farm Bureau, establishing
working relationships with Florida’s 29-member delegation. He is also
serving as Interim Director of State Legislative Affairs for the 2022
Legislative Session. John Walt graduated from the UF College of
Agricultural and Life Sciences with a bachelor’s degree in Food and
Resource Economics in 2013.

ROGER CRYAN, PH.D
Dr. Roger Cryan joined the American Farm Bureau Federation this
fall as Chief Economist. Before joining Farm Bureau, Dr. Cryan served
as the Director of the Economics Division for the Dairy Program in
USDA's Agricultural Marketing Service, where he directed an awardwinning team of market reporters, economists, and marketing
specialists across the country, and contributed to dairy purchasing
and policy across USDA. He previously served as Vice President for
Milk Marketing and Economics at the National Milk Producers
Federation (NMPF) and as the Economist for the Federal Milk Market
Administrator in Atlanta, GA. Dr. Cryan was raised in rural upstate
New York, earned his Bachelor’s degree in International Studies at
the Johns Hopkins University, and his Master’s degree and Ph.D. in
Food and Resource Economics at the University of Florida. LinkedIn
profile: https://www.linkedin.com/in/roger-cryan/

SUZANNE THORNSBURY, PH.D.
Dr. Suzanne Thornsbury is a Senior Advisor in USDA's Office of the
Chief Scientist. In this role, she advises the Under Secretary and Chief
Scientist on policy development and operational planning pertaining
to agricultural economics and rural community issues including
innovation and advanced manufacturing, specialty crop economics,
and economics of hemp and hemp markets. Dr. Thornsbury has a
Ph.D and M.S. in Agricultural and Applied Economics from Virginia
Tech and a B.S. in Animal Science.

KIMBERLY MORGAN, PH.D.
Dr. Kimberly Morgan is an Associate Professor and Extension
Economist with the University of Florida’s Food and Resource
Economics Department, housed at the SW FL Research and Extension
Center in Immokalee, Florida. Dr. Morgan earned a BS in Animal
Science, and her M.S. and Ph.D. in Food & Resource Economics, all
from the University of Florida. She researches consumer demand
trends specific to fresh produce/food products, and how market and
financial information impacts choices that promote entrepreneurial
activity and sustainable profits for agribusinesses. She investigates
mitigation of human resource-related risks, such as trade-offs
between hand-labor and machine-harvesting technology investment.
Dr. Morgan is the UF/IFAS Farm Labor Supervisor Training Program
Coordinator, an educational program designed to protect the safety,
health, and wellness of farmworkers. She co-leads curricula
development aimed at creating multi-disciplinary, participatory,
collaborative approaches to solving wicked problems facing the
agricultural industry.
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DAWN THILMANY, PH.D.
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Dr. Dawn Thilmany is a Professor of Ag and Resource Economics
with Colorado State University, serving in that role since 1997 and
now serves as the co-Director of CSU’s Regional Economic
Development Institute and supports Engaged Research for the
Office of Engagement and Extension. She specializes in regional
economic development related to local, organic and food market
supply chains. She has over 100 peer-reviewed publications and
presented to over 500 academic, industry and policy audiences. She
Chaired the Colorado Food Systems Advisory Council and
established and co-led the CSU Food Systems team through 2017,
when she joined the leadership for CSU’s Community Development
team. She collaborated with several USDA agencies including the
ERS, AMS and NIFA, and served as a reviewer or panel manager for
over a dozen USDA grant programs. She has been President and
led several organizations including the Agricultural and Applied
Economics Association, the Western Agricultural Economics
Association and the Food Distribution Research Society. She
previously represented the AAEA on USDA’s Advisory Board on
Research, Extension, Education and Economics from 2012-18.

ANDRA JOHNSON, PH.D.
Dr. Andra Johnson received his M.S. and Ph.D. degrees in Forestry
Resources from the Pennsylvania State University, University Park,
Pennsylvania. He also received a B.S. in Urban Forest Management
from Southern University and A&M College in Baton Rouge,
Louisiana. Prior to accepting the position of Dean and Director of
UF/IFAS Cooperative Extension, Dr. Johnson served as the Associate
Director of Extension for The Pennsylvania State University
Cooperative Extension Service preceded by the Vice Chancellor for
Research and Technology Development at the Southern University
Agricultural Research and Extension Center in Baton Rouge,
Louisiana, and Assistant Director of Research at Alcorn State
University College of Agricultural Research, Extension, and Applied
Sciences in Lorman, MS. Dr. Johnson has served on numerous
boards and committees, including participating in the Northeast
Extension Directors (NEED) Monthly Meeting, ECOP Subcommittee
on Workforce Development Working Group, the Northeastern
Regional Association of State Agricultural Experiment Station
Directors (NERA) Multi-State Activities Committee and recently on
USDA’s Civil Rights Working Group. Johnson grew up on a farm in
rural Louisiana. His family raised cattle and grew cotton, corn and
wheat, and his aunt has worked for the USDA Forest Service for
more than 30 years. Those early experiences motivated him to
pursue a career in Extension where he could bring the knowledge
of the land-grant university to families like his who produce our
food, fuel and fiber.

HAYK KHACHATRYAN, PH. D.
Dr. Hayk Khachatryan is an associate professor in Food and
Resource Economics Department and Mid-Florida Research and
Education Center at the University of Florida. His research interests
include consumer behavior, experimental economics, proenvironmental behavior, temporal preferences, and urban and
environmental policy. Recent empirical work estimates the effects of
policies and regulation on consumer behavior, such as sustainable
production labeling or economic incentives for water conservation
in the urban environment. Other projects integrate stated
preferences and visual attention measures to investigate shopper
behavior and effectiveness of point-of-sale advertising and
promotions. He has published over 60 peer-reviewed articles in the
economics, agricultural economics, consumer marketing, and social
psychology journals, including Applied Economics, Journal of
Experimental and Behavioral Economics, Agricultural Economics,
PLOS One, Marketing Letters, Behavioral Sciences, Journal of
Environmental Psychology, Journal of Agricultural and Resource
Economics, Agricultural and Resource Economics Review, and Land
Use Policy.

MARISA ZANSLER, PH. D.
Dr. Marisa Zansler is the Director of Economic and Market
Research Department at the Florida Department of Citrus with
nearly 20 years of experience in conducting and managing
economic research and policy analysis of plant health management
programs. She also serves as the Chief Economist to the Florida
Citrus Commission. She is responsible for overseeing the collection,
analysis and reporting of economic and market research data. She
earned a Ph.D. in Food and Resource Economics from the
University of Florida in 2004. She also holds a B.A. in Political
Science, a B.S. in Ag Business, and a M.S. in Ag Economics from
Louisiana State University. She currently resides in Gainesville, FL.

S
P
E
A
K
E
R
S

ZHENGFEI GUAN, PH.D.
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Dr. Zhengfei Guan is an associate professor of food and resource
economics at UF/IFAS. His research and extension work revolves
around agribusiness coping strategies under changing operating
environments. The goal of his research and extension activities is to
help producers address production, labor, and trade challenges at
both farm level and market level. He has testified at USTR and
USITC hearings on trade of seasonal and perishable products. His
work has been presented to the White House and and policymakers
at various levels of government.

ADAM RABINOWITZ, PH.D
Dr. Adam N. Rabinowitz is an Assistant Professor and Extension
Economist at Auburn University and Alabama Cooperative
Extension System. Adam holds a Ph.D. in Agricultural and Resource
Economics from the University of Connecticut. His research and
extension program focuses on production economics, marketing,
risk management, and policy. He has authored numerous
publications and participated in national conferences on these
issues. With a strong real-world emphasis to his research, Adam has
presented invited testimony at legislative hearings and meetings as
well as serving as an invited speaker at a national farm bill
conference. He is currently the Team Coordinator for the ACES
Farm and Agribusiness Management Team and Graduate Program
Organizer for the Master’s programs in Agricultural Economics at
Auburn University. He was also the recipient of the Southern
Agricultural Economics Association 2022 Emerging Scholars Award.

CHRISTA COURT, PH.D.
Dr. Christa D. Court is an Assistant Professor in the Food &
Resource Economics Department at the University of Florida (UF),
Institute of Food & Agricultural Sciences (IFAS). She also serves as
Director of the UF/IFAS Economic Impact Analysis Program, which
conducts regional economic analyses for funded research projects,
industry organizations, and government agencies, analyzing a wide
range of activities and industries. She holds affiliate faculty status
with Florida Sea Grant, UF School of Natural Resources and
Environment, the UF Water Institute, the UF/IFAS Food Systems
Institute, the Regional Research Institute at West Virginia University,
and the University of the Westfjords in Ísafjörður, Iceland. Her
research interests include disaster impact assessment, regional
economic modeling, economic impact analysis, and connections in
human and natural systems. Dr. Court is leading numerous funded
research projects involving regional economic modeling and has a
growing list of related publications. She holds undergraduate
degrees in Economics and Spanish from Middle Tennessee State
University and Master ’s and Ph.D. degrees in Economics from West
Virginia University.

XIAOHUI (SHERRY) QIAO, PH.D.
Dr. Xiaohui (Sherry) Qiao is a Postdoctoral Research Associate in
the Economic Impact Analysis Program of the Food and Resource
Economics Department at the University of Florida. She holds a PhD
degree in Civil Engineering focusing on webGIS development and
hydroinformatics. She currently works on several projects that
emphasize web-based geovisualization, disaster impact analysis
(tropical storms/hurricanes, flooding, harmful algal bloom), and
geographical pattern analysis of the supply chain. Her primary
research interest is to leverage interdisciplinary technologies (GIS,
data science, informatics) to solve research questions in agriculture
and environmental science.

DEREK FARNSWORTH, PH.D.
Dr. Derek Farnsworth is an associate professor in the Food and
Resource Economics Department at the University of Florida. His
primary research interests include production economics, labor
economics, and agribusiness marketing. He conducts research
concerning agricultural labor markets, best management practices,
and invasive species. He also teaches classes on agribusiness
finance and marketing. Dr. Farnsworth received his Ph.D. in
Agricultural and Resource Economics in 2014 from the University of
California, Davis.
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