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Teaching Philosophy 
 
I have found that the learning process as undergone by individuals and societies is the surest path 
to progress, prosperity, and increased quality of human life. To assist my students on their own 
intellectual and professional paths is among the most satisfying roles I could ever hope for within 
the academy. My own liberal arts background and my teaching experiences at the University of 
Florida, combined with my experience teaching in community organizations, have shaped my 
approach to pedagogy.  
 
I graduated from the nation’s largest private university (BYU), where I experienced myriad 
approaches to teaching across a wide range of disciplines, and classroom sizes. Instructors’ efforts 
to build rapport and actively engage with students even in large classroom settings left an indelible 
mark on how I view undergraduate instruction. I learned at BYU you must actively engage students 
in order to facilitate the learning process. Later as a course instructor at the University of Florida, 
I have made sure to incorporate frequent learning activities, opportunities for discussion, 
entertaining anecdotes, and supplemental worksheets to keep my students engaged during lecture. 
For example, while teaching my students about common resources and public goods in a 
microeconomics class I showed them a brief video detailing the activities of a rhinoceros farm in 
South Africa. After dividing the classroom into two groups I moderated a debate where students 
discussed opposing sides of the issue and offered policy solutions to the externality of extinction. 
In this manner students were required to connect the material we had covered in previous lectures 
with the subject at hand. Overall, I received positive feedback from those present, and several 
students who were previously less vocal in class were among the most active participants that day. 
 
I constantly strive to maintain balance between an engaging delivery of the material and clarity of 
presentation. To ensure clarity of presentation I prepare to explain the most difficult concepts 
through multiple approaches. In one instance while lecturing on optimization, a handful of my 
students had difficulty understanding the distinction between profit optimization in the context of 
a monopoly compared to perfect competition. Anticipating this might be an issue for some I 
prepared a series of power point slides with animated graphs to simulate what happens to 
monopolist profits at different production levels and a corollary set of animated graphs showing 
what happens in the case of perfect competition. As a result, I was able to enhance my explanation 
of profit maximization beyond the white-board lecture, and make sure my students understood this 
critical concept.  
 
I have found that a significant amount of learning occurs outside the lecture hall, thus I emphasize 
to students the importance of studying the material on their own or with peers. Furthermore, I 
provide my students with abundant supplementary materials such as readings, worksheets, and 
homework. I have found that some students do not feel comfortable asking for additional 
explanations in a classroom setting, thus I make it abundantly clear that I am available to assist 
them during my office hours. During my individual tutorial sessions with students I actively listen 
and state back to them their own question in order to facilitate our mutual understanding and 
streamline my subsequent explanation of the material. 
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I am dedicated to constantly improving on the quality of my teaching and employ a number of 
methods to assess my own performance throughout the semester. While teaching an introductory 
course on micro-economic theory to non-econ majors, I frequently prepared and distributed in-
class worksheets in order to evaluate my students’ understanding of the material as presented in 
the lectures. Not only did I receive a lot of positive feedback for these worksheets, the students’ 
performance on these simple in-class assignments allowed me to rapidly assess their 
comprehension of the material and adjust my lesson plans accordingly. As a teacher my highest 
priority is to assist my students’ comprehension and mastery of key course content.  
 
My PhD coursework, research, and teaching experience have prepared me to lecture on a variety 
of topics within the fields of agribusiness and applied economics. While I am prepared to teach 
any class in the field, I prefer courses such as agricultural economics, micro-economics, macro-
economics, production, consumer theory, and econometrics. Through my research I have mastered 
diverse econometric techniques such as multi-stage regression models, discrete analysis, valuation 
methods, spatial econometrics, causal analysis, and panel data analysis: methods which can be 
adapted to a limitless number of applications within agribusiness and regional economics.   
 
I have had the opportunity to mentor individuals from diverse walks of life, both in and outside 
the university. One summer I worked as an intern for an employment resource center in Northern 
Brazil, where I assisted scores of unemployed and underemployed working class individuals 
improve their job search skills and secure better employment. In that role I not only taught a course 
on professional development in the Portuguese language, but individually mentored students, 
helping them create resumes, prepare concise responses to potential interview questions, and 
develop five year career plans. Through streamlining classroom instruction and devoting more 
time to individually coach course participants on relevant techniques, I was able to improve our 
rate of job placement among workshop graduates by 120%. This experience taught me that to be 
an effective teacher I must adapt my style and approach to the individual needs of my students. I 
have learned to first seek understanding before I seek to be understood by those I mentor and to 
appropriately show genuine interest in and concern for them.  
 
As a teacher I am also an active learner. I study the individuals in my classroom, learning to read 
their body language and non-verbal expressions as indications of their respective comprehensions 
and levels of engagement with the material. I learn from their unique perspectives when they make 
comments or ask thought provoking questions. I am always seeking to refine my pedagogical skills 
and master my craft.  


